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Achieving excellence through  
the pursuit of good’ 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Five: February 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
With the twinkling Christmas lights and the joy of the 
nativity behind us, Terms 3 & 4 are the solid middle 
of the academic year (although Years 1-3 loved the 
trip the to the Egg for the Snow Mice performance in 
week one).  Developments made to the curriculum 
and refinements to teaching methodologies 
introduced in September are well embedded and we 
are seeing the impact in every class.   
 
We are looking forward to the PCEs next week – 
please make every effort to attend at this mid-way 
point in the year.  Our children will thrive as home 
and school continue to work in close partnership.  
Following the Autumn term progress and attainment 
assessments in the core areas of learning, we are on 
course to meet the challenging targets set across the 
curriculum and see another strong set of academic 
outcomes across all year groups.  
 
Despite the weather, January has brought many 
highlights in school.  Earlier this week, staff were able 
to attend an ‘Autism reality experience’ which 
offered innovative and immersive training and 
helped us gain further insight into the sensory 
processing challenges encountered by individuals on 
the autism spectrum. It was a great opportunity to 
foster understanding, inclusivity and most 
importantly empathy. 
 
The Papaya workshops, ‘Me and my screen’ were 
well received by Year 3-6 as they thoughtfully 
considered the benefits as well as challenges of 
mobile devices. Governors will be scrutinising the 
outcomes of the ‘Mobiles and smartphones 
questionnaire’ which we 
look forward to sharing 
with our community next 
week.   
  
Thank you so much to the 
parents and local PCSO 
who gave up their time to 
share with Reception 
about people who help 
us. It was quite a thrill 
exploring the police car!  

•   
Welcome to new children! 
It is always lovely to welcome new children to our school 
family. A very warm welcome to Sucheng and Suyansh in Y3. 
We hope you will all be very happy here! 
 

Christian Value Champions for the Autumn Term  
Every long term, one child in each class is nominated by their 
peers for living out our Christian Values.  One child is 
declared the overall champion for each value. I am pleased 
to announce our champions for Autumn Term: 

• Respect: Towako, Year 6 

• Joyfulness: Archie, Year 4 

• Fairness: Ningxuan, Year 2 

• Love: Mabel, Year 1 

• Forgiveness: Thomas, Year 3 

• Perseverance: Charlotte, Year 5 
Well done to all our children who regularly demonstrate 
these important Christian Values in their daily lives! 
 
Empowering Parents: Online Gaming 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the Empowering 
Parents session on Online Gaming. It was our most popular 
session to date, with record numbers of both sign-ups and 
live attendees.  Sent out with this 
newsletter is a handout recapping 
the main points.  The link to the 
recording can be accessed here. 
(Username: empoweringparents / 
Password: empowering2526 ). We 
will be sharing details of the next 
Empowering Parent session soon - 
keep an eye on your inbox! 
 
Supporting children with anxiety 
On Monday 9th February at 2.30, the Bath Parent Carer 
forum are in our school for their next parent workshop as 
part of the PINS project. The focus for this meeting is on 
anxiety in children and will aim to give advice around 
supporting anxiety in 
children, including 
separation anxiety. 
Please drop an email to 
the office if you would 
like to attend this 
meeting. 
 

 

Bathwick St. Mary Church School 
01225 465654 
office@bsm.bwmat.org    
www.bathwickstmary.org  
Headteacher: Mr Kevin Purkiss 

https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Our-Values-Mission-and-Vision.pdf
https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Our-Values-Mission-and-Vision.pdf
https://www.safeguardingco.co.uk/support/
mailto:office@bsm.bwmat.org
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Eco-committee 
This year, we are working towards 
Eco-Schools Green Flag 
accreditation. With the world 
beginning to experience the effects 
of climate change - from different 
species of plant and animals becoming extinct, to 
micro-plastics being found in the most remote 
locations on Earth - now, is the time to take action. 
 
The Eco-Schools programme empowers young 
people to create positive change by taking a lead on 
environmental actions and projects in their school 
and local community. 
 
Within Eco-Schools’ simple framework, young 
people have the freedom to decide on the 
environmental issues they would like to tackle, the 
actions they would like to take, and how they are 
going to involve their school and community. The 
programme not only positively impacts our planet 
(for example, schools participating in the programme 
planted almost 50,000 trees during the last academic 
year), it also benefits young people, building 
teamwork and leadership skills, whilst increasing 
confidence and reducing eco-anxiety. 
 
As a key part of the Eco-Schools process is involving 
our entire school and wider community, we wanted 
to let you know about our involvement. Mrs Elliott 
led an assembly in school and classes from Y2-Y6 are 
busy choosing some eco-monitors to be part of a 
new eco-committee, who will work towards the 
accreditation together.  
 
Eco-club – can you help?  
The eco-club runs every 
Wednesday lunch time for pupils in 
KS2. It is fantastically run by two 
parents, Mrs Hamblin and Mrs Nolan. They are 
looking for another volunteer (or even two) who 
might be willing to help them out from 12.00-12.45 
on a Wednesday, even if not every week. If you are 
interested, please contact the office. 
 
Our football team represented the school brilliantly 
yesterday, playing in the cup match against St John’s 
Catholic. Thank you to Co-Chair of Governors, 
Richard, for stepping in to support the team.  Despite 
the very wet conditions, the team worked brilliantly 
together.  Congratulations to Fred B for scoring our 
only goal! The final score was 4-1 to St. Johns. Well 
done to Charlie, Francis, Fred, Freddie, Henry, Hugo, 
Otto, Quinn, Ruben, Sam and Thomas! 
 
And finally… 
We look forward to seeing everyone at PCEs next 
week. With best wishes. Kevin Purkiss, Head Teacher 

 

The PTFA Post 
Thank you so much to the PTFA team – 
after the busyness of Christmas they are 
cracking on with running more events for 
our children and school community.  We 
loved the ‘Dare to be Different Day’ on for children (and 
staff!) and the very tuneful Pub Choir.  It was a 
wonderful evening of harmonies to classic songs led by 
the brilliant Matt Finch. The next Pub Choir evening is 
coming soon!  We are looking forward to the Quiz Night 
(note the change of date to Thursday 12th February) and 
Discos coming soon!  
 
We are also hoping to arrange some brilliant craft based 
parent and child events and a summer festival for 2026. 
Anyone with ideas or who would like to be more 
involved with planning of these or any other events, 
please contact any of the PTfA team.  

 

 

 
 
World Book Day – coming soon! 
In this National Year of Reading, we are aiming for an extra 
special World Book Day on 5th March.  We are busy planning 
this and will release more information soon.   
 
The Scholastic Book Fair will take place in mid-March in our 
wonderful library. All books sold earn rewards for the 
school, enabling us to buy new books.  Details to follow!  
 

Important safety notice 
We have children in school who have life-threatening 
allergies. We take all our children's safety extremely 
seriously and as such the following foods and foods 
containing these ingredients are banned from the 
school site (this includes snacks after school for your 
children or during clubs time):  

 Sesame seeds and food containing sesame 
(sesame can be found on or in a variety of food, 
including on rolls, bread, oil, hummus) 

 Nuts and food containing nuts 
 All ‘Tree nuts’ - this includes cashew, hazelnuts, 
almonds, walnuts, pistachio, macadamia, pecan 
and Brazil nuts  

 Peanuts and chestnuts  
 Pine nuts and Pesto 

Some food packing uses wording such as, ‘This product 
has been produced in a factory that handles nuts and/or 
sesame’ or ‘May contain nuts and/or sesame’. At school, 
we only ban foods that specifically state nuts or sesame 
in the ingredient list.  Thank you for your vigilance. 
 

 

mailto:PTA@bsm.bwmat.org
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You may also be interested in… 
 

 
 
 

 

Term 3 Dates for the Diary 

February 

6 PTFA Cake Sale – hosted by Y3 

9 PCE (Parents Evening) 1 of 2 

10 Y5/6 STEM Earthquake simulations with Bath Uni 

11 
Y5 Royal Crescent Trip 
Y1 OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 
Y5/6 Netball Cup Match at Roundhill Primary 

12 
Y2 trip to Big Sing at Bathwick St Mary Church 
PCE (Parents Evening) 2 of 2 
PTFA Quiz Night – note new date  

13 Last day of Term 3 

Term 4 Dates for the Diary 

24 Y3/4 B&NES Gymnastics Competition  

25 YR OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 

26 Bath Swimming Gala at Leisure Centre  

March 

1 SUNDAY: EDUCATION SUNDAY – St Mary’s Church  

3 Y2 trip to Mr B’s Reading Emporium 

4 Y6 OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 

5 World Book Day  

6 PTFA Discos (TBC) 

10 YR - Measurement and Vision screening 

11 
BOOK FAIR ARRIVES – details to follow  
Y5 OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 

18 Y4 OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 

19 Y5 University of Bath interactive science lesson  

20 PTFA Choir evening 7.30-10.00 p.m. 

24 Class Photos – FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM (NO PE KITS) 

25 Y3 OWL (remember change of footwear needed) 

26 Y2, 5, 6: NSPCC Speak out stay safe workshops 

31 Dance Umbrella at The Forum  

April 

1 OWL Year 2 (remember change of footwear needed) 

2 
Last Day of Term – 1.30 Easter Service St Mary’s  
No after school clubs or Wraparound 

 
Save the date(s) 
Here are some key events in the year ahead:  

• Friday 10th July: Year 6 Show TBC (evening) 

• Thursday 16th July: End of Year Service, 1.30 pm. 
 
Education Sunday – Sunday 1st March, 10.30 a.m.  
Annually we celebrate ‘Education Sunday’.  The 2025 
service will be held at St. Mary’s Church at 10.30 a.m. on 
Sunday 1st March – more details will follow.  
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 Spring Term 2026 Bathwick Menu 
 

 

WEEK 

MEAT FREE 
Monday 

 

 

ROAST ON A  
Tuesday 

 

 

AROUND THE 
WORLD ON A  
Wednesday 

 

FIRM 
FAVOURITE  

Thursday 
 

FISHY  
Friday 

WEEK 1 
5 Jan 

26 Jan 
23 Feb 
16 Mar 

 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Family favourite 
Macaroni cheese 

(B, G)  

Roast chicken in 
tasty gravy  

Greek style chicken 
in red pepper & 
tomato sauce & 

crunchy top (B, G) 

Pork sausage in 
onion gravy (B, 

N) 

Jumbo cod fish 
finger (B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Vegetable lasagne 
(B,G)  

Vegetable and rice 
patties (G) 

Quorn fillet in red 
pepper & tomato 
sauce & crunchy 

topping (B, G) 

Quorn sausage 
in onion gravy 

(B, D)  
Quorn dippers (B) 

All the above 
served with 

Garlic bread (B) 
and fresh salad bar 

Roast potatoes  
with carrots and  
seasonal green 

vegetables 

Wholegrain and 
white rice and peas 

Mashed potato 
(G), peas and 

sweetcorn  

Oven baked chips, 
baked 

beans and 
sweetcorn 

WEEK 2 
12 Jan 
2 Feb 
2 Mar 

23 Mar 
 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Cheese and 
tomato pasta bake 

(B, G) 

Roast chicken in 
tasty gravy 

Murgh Makhani 
(Butter Chicken)  
Indian Curry (G) 

Jacket potato 
with egg mayo  

(I, D)  

Jumbo cod fish 
finger 

(B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Cheese and 
mushroom parcel 

(B, G) 

Vegetarian sausage 
toad in the hole (B) 

Mild Indian 
Vegetable Curry (G) 

Jacket potato 
with beans and 

cheese (G) 

Vegetable fingers 
(B) 

All the above 
served with 

Garlic bread (B) 
and fresh salad bar 

Roast potatoes  
with carrots and  
seasonal green 

vegetables  

Wholegrain and 
white rice and peas 

Egg (D), cheese 
(G), beans and 
fresh salad bar 

Oven baked 
chips, baked beans 

and sweetcorn 

WEEK 3 
19 Jan 
9 Feb 
9 Mar 

30 Mar 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Cheese and 
tomato pizza 

(B, G)  

Roast chicken in 
tasty gravy 

Italian style beef 
bolognese with pasta 

(B) 
Sticky BBQ Pork 

Jumbo cod fish 
finger 

(B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Home made 
cheese and leek 
sausage (B, G) 

Cauliflower cheese 
(G) 

Italian style roasted 
vegetable pasta bake 

(B) 

Vegan balls in a 
BBQ sauce 

(M) 

Cheese and onion 
quiche (B, D, G) 

All the above 
with 

Herby diced 
potatoes and fresh 

salad bar 

Roast potatoes  
with carrots and  
seasonal green 

vegetables 

Garlic bread (B) and 
fresh salad bar 

Rice and fresh 
salad bar 

Oven baked 
chips, beans and 

sweetcorn 

Served 
Every 
Week 

Option 3: 
Alternative 

Meal 

Jacket potato with 
baked beans, 

cheese (G), or tuna 
(E) 

Jacket potato with 
baked beans, 

cheese (G), or tuna 
(E) 

Jacket potato with 
tuna (E) 

Jacket potato 
with baked 

beans, cheese 
(G), or tuna (E) 

Farm Assured Ham 
with Chips 

Dessert 
Fresh fruit platter 

or 
organic yoghurt (G) 

Flapjack (B), fresh 
fruit or organic 

yoghurt (G) 

Cake of the week (B, 
D), organic 

yoghurt (G) or fresh 
fruit 

Apple crumble 
with custard, 
fresh fruit or 

organic yoghurt 
(G) 

Ice-cream (G), 
fresh fruit or 

organic yoghurt (G) 

 

Any food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative Main Course and Dessert to meet your child’s needs.  
 All meals are served with milk or water. Fresh bread is available daily.  

Tinned Mackerel (E) available with Jackets on request (with 3 school days notice).  
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