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Headteacher: Mr Kevin Purkiss

Newsletter Five: January 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year and welcome back!

| hope you had a lovely Christmas and enjoyable
break. On behalf of our staff team, thank you all for
the kind comments, cards and gifts at Christmas; they
were very much appreciated.

Well done again to all the children in Years R, 1 and 2
who performed the wonderful nativity ‘Don’t be

afraid’. Being on stage in front of a live audience
really builds confidence in our children — whether
through singing, dancing or acting. All the children
really shone and we are so proud of them all. Thank
you to all the staff involved in organising these
performances and opportunities for our children.

The Carol Service was a wonderful occasion with
many children demonstrating their talents. As well as
our Carol Service, our Year 5 and 6 Choir were again
able to perform at Bath Abbey, supporting the 77%
Rotary Carol Service in front around 1000 attendees!
Very well done to Jonas who read a lesson, Charlie,
Mia and Scarlett who read a poem and Leonora (at
the Abbey) and Eloise, Fred, Honor, Matilda, and Mia
(at Bathwick) who opened the services with
wonderful solos of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’. We
raised £192 for Julian House.

Year 1, 2, 3 — Snow Mice Trip
We are delighted to be taking
Year 1, 2 and 3 to the Egg
Theatre to see ‘Snow Mice’
this week. Please collect

l“ns‘
children from outside the Egg at approx 3 10 p.m., or
back at school for approx. 3.40 p.m.
At the start of the winter holidays, three children
arrive in a strange new house. Where will they all
sleep? Will they have to share a room? And will it
EVER snow again?’

Welcome to new children!

It is always lovely to welcome new children to our school
family. A very warm welcome to Milla in Y1 and Cormac in
Y2. We hope you will all be very happy here!

Supporting other schools

For the first two weeks of this term, Mrs. Elliott (Deputy
Head and SENCO) has kindly agreed to support another
local school with their SEN provision. This is just a short-
term arrangement - she will be back at Bathwick St. Mary
as usual on Monday 19" January. In the meantime, any
queries that Mrs Elliott would usually deal with, please
speak to Mr Purkiss or contact the school office. Thank you!

Mrs Elliott is the SENDCo at school. She has put together a
fabulous PADLET for all things that are 'Special educational
needs and disability' (SEND) related that may be useful for
parents to access. Please also see our SEN information
report which contains lots of information about how we
support pupils with SEND at our school. If you would like to
talk to Mrs Elliott about anything SEND related, please do
contact her or Mr Purkiss via the school office email.

New menu for the Spring Term

Towards the end of the newsletter is the delicious new
Menu for Terms 3 and 4. You will note some tasty new
additions especially on the 'Around the World on a
Wednesday'! We are very fortunate to directly employ our
own catering team meaning we have control over serving
our children a tasty, fresh and wholesome menu.

Royal Society Young People's Book Prize

The new panel taking part in the Royal Society Young
People's Book Prize 2025 are busy reading their way
through the shortlisted books. The shortlist looks very
exciting this year so it will be fascinating to choose our
favourite book and vote for the national winner. The panel
are Allegra, Charlie, Rocco, Sami, Tamsin and Yasmin from
Year 5 and Finn, Leon, Leonora, Meryem, Myra and Sam
from Year 6.

There are a few spaces in Get Sported Clubs this term —
please contact them directly to book a space.
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The PTFA Post

support  we had with
Christmas events, we raised a
of money and had a lot of fun doing it!

We are looking forward to some new events this
term starting with our first ever choir night,
followed by the much loved quiz. We are also
hoping to arrange some brilliant craft based parent
and child events and a summer festival for 2026.
Anyone with ideas or who would like to be more
involved with planning of these or any other
events, please contact any of the PTfA team.

Together, we have raised almost £5000 for our
school from cake sales, pre-loved uniform sale, the
disco, wreath making the ‘Festive Friday Christmas
Fair’ and mince pies at the nativity. We are raising
money to help refurbish each classroom so we
provide the best learning environment for our
children — as well as other exciting things across
school. You may well have noticed the new boards,
and play equipment in the main playground (and
more is coming!) Thank you all!

Coming up...

e Pub Choir - Friday 16th January 7:30-10pm. An
evening of harmonies to classic songs led by the
brilliant Matt Finch. Ticket price includes nibbles
and a bar will be open for refreshments. Bring
friends and family for an uplifting start to the
New Year! No experience necessary... Perfect
way to cheer up a grey January! Booking is now
live on Arbor.

e PTFA ‘Dare to be Different Day’: 22" January

Keeping children safe — snacks at Bathwick St. Mary
Following recently published Department for
Education guidance about Early Years nutrition, the
Food Standards Agency have released this useful
advice. Whilst this is aimed at children under 5 years
old, it will be very relevant for children in EYFS —
including cutting small round fruits (grapes and
berries, cherry tomatoes etc.) into small pieces.

A reminder that any snacks sent in for children must
be healthy — a piece of fruit or vegetables. Do not
send in your children with crisps, chocolate or similar
unhealthy snacks — they are not allowed. Thank you
for your support.

Severe weather

In the event of very severe weather, it may be
necessary to close or partially close school. We will
always do our very best to remain open but with
many staff living outside of Bath, due consideration is
given to safe travel. If we need to close, we will email
and text all parents and carers.

Term 3 Dates for the Diary
January
Year 3, 4, 5, 6 Papaya workshop — Me and my screen
Y1&2 Snow Mice at The Egg (back approx. 15.40)
Y6 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
Y3 Snow Mice at The Egg (back approx. 15.40)
13 |Y5 PE today (not Friday)
Y5 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
16 [PTFA Cake Sale — hosted by Y4
PTFA Choir — evening
22 [PTFA Dare to be Different Day
23 Y4 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
27 |Year 5/6 Gymnastics Competition
30 [Y3 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
February
5 |PTFA Quiz Night (TBC)
Y2 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
PTFA Cake Sale — hosted by Y3
9 |PCE (Parents Evening) 1 of 2
11 |Y5 Royal Crescent Trip
Y2 trip to Big Sing at Bathwick St Mary Church
PCE (Parents Evening) 2 of 2
13 |[Y1 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)

erm 4 Dates for the Diary
27 |YR OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
March
1 |[SUNDAY: EDUCATION SUNDAY — St Mary’s Church
3 |Y2 trip to Mr B’s Reading Emporium
5 |World Book Day
Y6 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
PTFA Discos (TBC)
10 |Y5 PE today (not Friday)
11 [BOOK FAIR ARRIVES — details to follow
13 |Y5 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
19 |Y5 University of Bath interactive science lesson
20 [Y4 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
24 |Class Photos — FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM (NO PE KITS)
26 Y2, 5, 6: NSPCC Speak out stay safe workshops
27 |Y3 OWL (remember change of footwear needed)
31 |Dance Umbrella at The Forum

pril
2 |Last Day of Term — 1.30 Easter Service St Mary’s
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6

Save the date(s)
Here are some key events in the year ahead:

e Friday 10" July: Year 6 Show TBC (evening)

e Thursday 16" July: End of Year Service, 1.30 pm.
Parent Consultation Evenings (PCEs) are on Monday 9%
(3.30-7.30pm) and Thursday 13 February (3.30-6.00pm).
Booking details will follow.

Education Sunday — Sunday 1% March, 10.30 a.m.
Annually we celebrate ‘Education Sunday’. The 2025
service will be held at St. Mary’s Church at 10.30 a.m. on
Sunday 1°* March — more details will follow.


mailto:PTA@bsm.bwmat.org
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/Early-Years-Choking-Hazards-Poster_FINAL-21-Sept-2021.pdf
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2021/09/Early-Years-Choking-Hazards-Poster_FINAL-21-Sept-2021.pdf

Wraparound - collection times

Please ensure your children are collected by 17:30.
We appreciate very occasionally an emergency
situation arises where a late pickup is inevitable, but
some children are regularly being picked up well after
17:30 - please collect on time. Thank you.

Important safety notice
We have children in school who have life-threatening
allergies. We take all our children's safety extremely
seriously and as such the following foods and foods
containing these ingredients are banned from the
school site (this includes snacks after school for your
children or during clubs time):
And finally... @ Sesame seeds and food containing sesame
We are really looking forward to the year ahead — (sesame can be found on or in a variety of food,
relentlessly pursuing excellence in all we do for our including on rolls, bread, oil, hummus)
children. Wishing all our families a great 2026. @ Nuts and food containing nuts
Kevin Purkiss, Head Teacher X All “Tree nuts’ - this includes cashew, hazelnuts,

almonds, walnuts, pistachio, macadamia, pecan

and Brazil nuts

X Peanuts and chestnuts
X Pine nuts and Pesto

Some food packing uses wording such as, ‘This product
has been produced in a factory that handles nuts and/or
sesame’ or ‘May contain nuts and/or sesame’. At school,
we only ban foods that specifically state nuts or sesame
in the ingredient list. Thank you for your vigilance.

All day, every day, on time!

There is a useful guide from the UK Health Security
Agency for parents on understanding how to keep
children healthy. When children are particularly
unwell the best place for them is at home to rest.
If your child is ill, please phone school or email
before 8.50 to explain the reason for their absence.

You may also be interested in...

Cub Scouts offers a unique and varied
programme of fun filled and adventurous

When children are well regular attendance at
school is vital - a reminder that the school day
starts at 8.50 — please ensure your child is
consistently here ready for 8.50. Thank you.

Winter Uniform — thank you

Thank you to almost all parents and carers for
ensuring their children are in the correct uniform.
A reminder that all children should be wearing
their ‘winter uniform’ (shirts and ties) unless you
have agreement from the Headteacher. Thank you
for your co-operation. The uniform requirements
are here.

FREESTYLE
DANCING

FLOWBATH

H#

FLOW is a FUN HOUR of
EMPOWERING FREESTYLE
DANCING - your moves af your
own pace. MUSICE MOVEMENT
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Looking for
something
different for
your child?

activities to inspire and empower young
people aged between 8 and 10%2

Bathampton Scout Group are taking
expressions of interest from parents
from Bathampton and surrounding area.

To be part of this exciting development
for the local community and to register
your child please: email us with your
child name and age adding
Bathampton within the email and we
will be in touch shortly with the next
steps

join@bathscouts.org

o
Scouts

28th Bath' (Bathampton)

Who - EVERYONE is very WELCOME

Estienne (Mrs Sheppard) is part of our Wraparound team at
school and she would also love to share her FREEstyle Exercise
Widcombe Socc Clb Dance/Movement classes on Thursdays during term time. All
BAz 68 the details are on the poster to the left - please contact her
e directly and join her for a FREE Taster Experience in
Widcombe Social Club. Everyone is very welcome.

help keep our heads & hearts
HEALTHY & our bodies STRONG &

When - THURSDAYS - Arrive from 5:45pm in SHAPE to stay farever YOUNG.

Dence 6:00-7:00pm
Where - Wharf Room

Cost - £8 Block Booking
- £10 Cash on the door
- FREE 1 x TASTER session for NEW friends



https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2024/09/04/a-parents-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year/
https://bathwickstmary.org/uniform/
https://bathwickstmary.org/uniform/

Spring Term 2026 Bathwick Menu

WEEK 1

WEEK

MEAT FREE

Monday

ROASTON A
Tuesday

AROUND THE

WORLD ON A
Wednesday

FIRM
FAVOURITE
Thursday

Family favourite
Macaroni cheese
(B, G)

Roast chicken in
tasty gravy

Greek style chicken
in red pepper &
tomato sauce &

crunchy top (B, G)

Pork sausage in
onion gravy (B,
N)

Jumbo cod fish
finger (B, E, G)

5Jan Ontion 2: Quorn fillet in red Quorn sausage
26 Jan Vepetaria.n Vegetable lasagne | Vegetable and rice pepper & tomato in onion ra\? Quorn dippers (B)
23 Feb ?VIeaI (B,G) patties (G) sauce & crunchy (B Dg) ¥ PP
16 Mar topping (B, G) !
Roast potatoes Oven baked chips,
All the above Garlic bread (B) with carrots and Wholegrain and Mashed potato baked
. o (G), peas and
served with | and fresh salad bar seasonal green white rice and peas beans and
sweetcorn
vegetables sweetcorn
Cheese and . . Murgh Makhani Jacket potato Jumbo cod fish
Roast chicken in . . .
tomato pasta bake R (Butter Chicken) with egg finger
WEEK 2 (B, G) y gravy Indian Curry (G) mayonnaise (D) (B, E, G)
12 i : h . . . .
Jan Optlon‘z S E0ent Vegetarian sausage Mild Indian J?cket potato Vegetable fingers
2 Feb Vegetarian mushroom parcel toad in the hole (B) | Vegetable Curry (G) with beans and (B)
2 Mar Meal (B, G) g ¥ cheese (G)
23 Mar Roast potatoes
All the above Garlic bread (B) with carrots and Wholegrain and Egg (D), cheese . Oven baked
. o (G), beans and chips, baked beans
served with | and fresh salad bar seasonal green white rice and peas
fresh salad bar and sweetcorn
vegetables

Every
Week

g

Cheese and . . Italian style beef Jumbo cod fish
. Roast chicken in . . .
tomato pizza bolognese with pasta | Sticky BBQ Pork finger
(B, G) tasty gravy () (B, E, G)
WEEK 3 " . - - =
Option 2: Home made . Italian style roasted Vegan balls in a .
19 Jan . Cauliflower cheese Cheese and onion
Vegetarian cheese and leek vegetable pasta bake BBQ sauce .
9 Feb (G) quiche (B, D, G)
9 Mar Meal sausage (B, G) (B) (M)
. Roast potatoes
30M
ar All the above Herby diced with carrots and Garlic bread (B) and Rice and fresh Qven baked
. potatoes and fresh chips, beans and
with seasonal green fresh salad bar salad bar
salad bar sweetcorn
vegetables
Ootion 3: Jacket potato with | Jacket potato with Jacket potato
. o baked beans, baked beans, Jacket potato with with baked Farm Assured Ham
Alternative . .
Meal cheese (G), or tuna | cheese (G), or tuna tuna (E) beans, cheese with Chips
Served (E) (E) (G), or tuna (E)

Fresh fruit platter
or
organic yoghurt (G)

Flapjack (B), fresh
fruit or organic
yoghurt (G)

Cake of the week (B,
D), organic
yoghurt (G) or fresh
fruit

Apple crumble
with custard,
fresh fruit or

organic yoghurt

(G)

Ice-cream (G),
fresh fruit or
organic yoghurt (G)

Any food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative Main Course and Dessert to meet your child’s needs.
All meals are served with milk or water. Fresh bread is available daily.
Tinned Mackerel (E) available with Jackets on request (with 3 school days notice).
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You may also be interested in...

Dear Parent/Carer,

Subject: Invitation to Parents Plus Special Needs Programme on Monday 16" March 2026, 10am — 12pm.

| am writing to invite you to a Parents Plus Special Needs Programme that | am running in March to May 2026. The Parents Plus
Special Needs Programme is for parents and those caring for a young person with additional support needs. It was developed in
partnership with families and disability services by Parents Plus, a charity that creates practical, solution-focused parenting and
mental health programmes. This is the first programme of its kind developed in the world.

Why join? You are the expert who knows your child and family best. The overall aim with the Special Needs programme is to
support each parent who attends and give them the opportunity to reflect on family relationships and to consider how to
strengthen the circle of support for you, your child who has additional support needs and your family.

The programme focuses on: Attention Parents/Carers !
e Understanding and connecting with your child.

e Managing behaviour and emotional concerns.

e Handling puberty, sexuality, and relationships.

e Reducing your own stress as a parent.

e Supporting your other children and family relationships.

e Building your child’s self-esteem and well-being.

e Advocating for your child's needs.

e Preparing your child for adulthood and future changes. Are you parenting a child with a
One of the most beneficial parts of attending the programme is the chance to disability/special need?
meet other parents who are raising young people who have additional

Adobe Skack | 0220849317

Join our Parents Plus ‘Special Needs Programme’ and meet other parents in

sup port needs. a supportive group to help your child reach their full potential.
Support your child to: As a parent, learn how to:
Date and Time: Monday 16 March, every week for 7 weeks, 10am — 12pm - Learn social skills and build friendships - Personally cope and manage stress
. . . = Gain confidence and self-esteem = Deal with the challenges
(excludlng School Holldays and Bank HO|IC|3y5). = Be more independent = Support the needs of your other children

- Deal with puberty and sexuality =+ Manage challenging behaviour

Location: Keynsham Children and Family Centre, 65 West View Road,
Keynsham, BS31 2UE

Facilitators: Lizzie Boyes, Sarah Masters, Zoe Saunders and Maria Noble.
Cost: There is no cost to participate.

Weekly from Monday 16 March - 18" May 2026
{excluding school holidays or Bank holidays)

at Keynsham Children’s Centre, 65 West View Rd, Keynsham, BS31 2UE
from 10.00am to 12:00pm

For more information or to reserve your place, please contact:

To help you decide if you would like to participate in the Parents Plus Special DCT_parentingprogramme@bathnes.gov.uk

Needs Programme, some parents who attended the course have shared their Bath & North Eastl
experience of attending the programme and what it has meant to their ParentsPlus Somerset Councill
family in this short video. https://vimeo.com/1006266908 i i Has S 1o et s

mproving People’s Lives

If you would like to participate in the programme or if you have any
questions, or email us at DCT_ParentingProgramme@BATHNES.GOV.UK

/A UNIVERSITY OF BATH
TEAMBATH"

Tribe

AFTER-SCHOOL KICK
SPORTS FUN LEARN

Athletics, Badminton & GROW
Football, Judo, Netball, TOGETHER

Trampolining

Come and develop your game at Skilld
Academy training for inclusive,
enjoyable, and focused football.

TRIBE SWIM SCHOOL
Parent and Child Sessions from
3 months - 4 yrs
Swim School programme 4-18 yrs

All abilities welcome. AGES 4-11!

JOIN IN THE FUN
TERM STARTS 5™ JAN
BOOK NOW!

MORE INFORMATION

f FOR MORE INFO

teambath.com/tribe-schools

www.skilldacademy.co.uk
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w/c January 12 2026

Baby Bounce & Rhyme 10.30-11.00am || On 18 January it is

Drop in suitable for parents & carers Wednesday Winnie-the-Pooh Day. It

with children aged 0 - 5 years. (term-time only) has been 100 years

Thursday 15 January since Winnie-the-Pooh
10.30 - 11.30am was published. A book

about a honey-lovin

Relaxed Storytime, with Booktrust

Relaxed Storytime for children with autism or
sensory needs. Held in our sensory space.
Please book via eventbrite bear and all his friends

in 100 Arce wood.

Baby Bounce & Rhyme 9.30 - 10.00am &
Drop in suitable for parents & carers 10.30 - 11.00am
with children aged 0 - 5 years. Tuesday

(term-time only)

Storytime 10.30 - 11.00am

Drop in suitable for parents & carers Thursday
with children aged 0 - 5 years. (term-time only)

ComelandmeetitheKinglofithe!Junglel! ;;by Bo;nc;;‘lihym; | 10.30-11.00am

Drop in suitable for parents & carers Monday

D AI I- g F R O M 1 0 A M - 1 2 P M ' with children aged 0 - 5 years. (term-time only)

Storytime
Drop in suitable for parents & carers 10.30-11.00am
Wednesday

W ITH A S P EC I AL g E R VI C E with chldren'aged 0 c.5 yers: (term-time only)

Board Game Saturdays Every Saturday
Drop in. Suitable for all ages. 10.00 - 12.30pm

FORICHILDREN'IN , A
L The Mobile Library may stop near you! Pop in for a visit,
SC HOOL y E A ns n 6 . et return yo:.!r books, collict a reserv:ti:n & cl‘:oose sorlnlething
i -,

new to read. You can do all this & more with your B&NES or

O N L U £ 5 P ER CH ILD E q . i LibrariesWest library card.

For the Route Timetable, please visit:

. ST JOHN'S CHURCH. BaTH B-ﬁa aﬁ% https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/mobile-library-service

o e
& CHil DRENANDYOUTHE GRACECHURCHBATH.0RG { | Bath & North East
@ GRACECHURCHBATH.ORG ot sk ol

Improving People’s Lives

Wl MUSTE 4
N & ARTS

DISCOVERY
DAYS

at WEMA Music Centres ‘

Our free-of-charge Discovery Days are i 3 = D) ATV e
the perfect chance to try out our Music \ S . :\—d the ‘l\m.“lo ’I.l.h;lllj\’
) . 3 15th-18th January 2026
Centres, meet new friends, and Code ! Evenings i
experience the fun of playing in an pa “ \ . e
® " ¥ 4 )
ensemble. Bring your enthusiasm and > ° F = n 7 iy Tick 5 /£
H @ / i 2

see where music can take you!

Ensembles available for a wide variety of
instruments, ages and playing levels.

« OUTDOOR GAMES « LASER TAG
« ARTS & CRAFTS « MANY MORE

LoCATION
EsE SNre, Bathampton Primary School,
o ioE.  Sign up using the QR code or visit: &y L 1896 Tyning Road,
. wema.org.uk/wema-music-centres  * # VRIS ¢ Bathampton, Bath, BA2 6TQ
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&
R/
WG meé‘\ eNaxl Generation Coaching e . rondOl
www.rondotheatre.cc



