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Dear Parents and Carers,

With the arrival of December, the
wonderful buzz of the ‘ACE’ curriculum
and learning continues in school but
alongside some additional joyful sounds
at this time of year. Our infant children
are building their confidence as they
each prepare to stand on stage for the
nativity, 'Don’t Be Afraid'. Their singing,
dancing and acting skills are all being
refined — thank you for your support
with this at home. The choir and guitar
group already sound fabulous ready for
their performances later in the term. We have the
delicious Christmas Lunch to look forward to as well
as the PTFA Christmas Fair on 12" December.
Teaching and learning really does continue right up to
the last day of term. We have a full and exciting
curriculum and there is little time to spare!

Christmas Post box
Each year our Y6 become honorary post-people and
deliver all the cards. If children want to send a card
to their friends, please can they only send one card to
their class. Please do not send one card to every child
in the class — due to the cost of cards and in fitting
with our eco-school approach, we are hoping to still
share the joy of giving and receiving but in an eco-
friendly way. Thank you for your support; the post-
box is open!

A reminder that the brilliant Infant
Nativity Performances of ‘Don’t be
Afraid’ are on Monday 15%
December at 1.45 p.m. and Tuesday
16" December at 9.45 a.m. This is - :
not a ticketed event, but each family with children in
Year R, 1, 2 have two allocated spaces per
performance. We look forward to seeing you there!
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On Tuesday 16" December, our Y5 and Y6 choir are
looking forward to performing at Bath Abbey as part
of the Rotary Carol Service. Again this year, we are
the only school to be invited and we are delighted to
give our children the opportunity to perform to an
audience of around 1000 people! Children in choir
need to be at the Abbey at 17.10 please.

YDONT"

Thank you to our
school community

A big thank you to all of
the children and
families who packed a
shoebox for  the
Christmas Shoebox
appeal. We sent a total
of 20 shoeboxes to children in countries around the world
to help share in the joy of Christmas.

Thank you as well for your generosity
in donating 112.4kg of food to support
Bath Foodbank last term. This was
almost double what we collected last year — so a huge
thanks for your support. The donations will support
families, couples and individuals facing crisis in our
community by providing them with essential food. Your
help makes a big difference to people’s lives. In the 2023-
2024 year the Bath, Keynsham & Somer Valley Foodbank
supported 5,279 people including 1,452 children.

foodbahk

We look forward to celebrating Christmas and seeing you
at our School Carol Service on Friday 19*" December.
Please do join us and be seated by 1:30pm. All children take
part in the Service, so please collect your child from the
Church at the end (we expect to end by 2.40 p.m.). If you
are unable to collect your child, we will take children back
to school for the usual end of the day collection time. A
reminder there are no clubs or Wraparound Care after
school on the last day of term.

Well done to the netball team!

The netball
team are doing
well under

coach Verity’s
leadership. The
children really
persevered in
the November
cup match at 2 R
Oldfield Park. = SRR g
Bethany, Chloe, Eloise, Honor, Lauren and Zara said, ‘We
played really well although didn’t win this time. Next time

we are determined to continue persevering!’
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More sporting successes!
We recently took
a group of Year 4
children to the
B&NES Cross
Country  event.
Archie, Benjamin,
Elijah, Finnley, ! :
Iseult, Laia, Lena, leolaos Sydney, Tessie, Victoria
and Xander all competed brilliantly and did their
absolute best. After a warm up and two laps of the
Glasshouse they entered the relay. The girls team
came 4™ and boys came 2" overall — a great
achievement for both teams. Well done!

Congratulations to our Year 6 football team - Fred,
Freddie, Henry, Hugo Otto, Quinn, Ruben, Sam, and
Thomas won the
. first round of the
| B&NES Cup Match
against St Marys
Catholic Primary,
6-0. The squad
played brilliantly
and were great
role models.

Royal Society Young People's Book Prize

We are delighted to have been selected again to take
part in the Royal Society Young People's Book Prize.
This is a fabulous opportunity for a group of our
children to explore six brilliant science fact books,
through reading, discussing and voting on the books.
It is exciting to decide our winning book and to see if
it matches the national winner! We will shortly be
revealing which children are on this year's panel with
Mrs Turner. In the meantime you can find out more
about the books on the shortlist here.

Christmas Jumper day and Christmas Lunch!
We are looking forward to .
Tuesday 9% gDecember! @ Save the Children
Please book a ‘Red’ lunch for the full turkey roast, or
a ‘Green’ or ‘Yellow’ for a vegetarian roast on that
day. We will also be supporting Save the Children’s
(o 13571 F Christmas Jumper Day. Children should
wear their usual uniform but with a
different jumper. Please don’t go and
buy a special jumper specially — just a warm jumper,
perhaps with a little festive decoration will be just
fine! There will be red buckets in the playground in
the morning — by donating what you can, you can
help support children and families who are having to
deal with an increasingly volatile world. Save the
Children will use the money raised on Christmas
Jumper Day to help children in the UK and all around
the world stay safe, healthy and learning - and change
their future for good.

100 hours of service — rewarded!
Sebastian in Year 3 received a special
mention at a civic reception to thank
all park and garden volunteers
throughout B&NES. Sebastian was
the youngest volunteer by a long
way. He received special mention
following reaching 100 hours of
voluntary litter picking and now
gardening. Well done Sebastian — here he is with the
Mayor and Mayoress in the Mayors Parlour.

All day, every day, on time!

There is a useful guide from the UK Health Security
Agency for parents on understanding how to keep
children healthy. When children are particularly unwell
the best place for them is at home to rest. If your child
isill, please phone school or email before 8.50 to explain
the reason for their absence. When children are well
regular attendance at school is vital - a reminder that the
school day starts at 8.50 — please ensure your child is
consistently here ready for 8.50. Thank you.

Winter Uniform — thank you

Thank you to almost all parents and carers for ensuring
their children are in the correct uniform. A reminder that
all children should be wearing their ‘winter uniform’
(shirts and ties) unless you have agreement from the
Headteacher. Thank you for your co-operation. The
uniform requirements are here.

Term 2 Dates for the Diary

December

3 |Year 4 — Girls - tackling inequality in Sport

Years 4, 5, 6 — Eucharist with Fr. Peter

PTFA Wreath Making Evening

5 [Year 3 — OWL (change from previously shared)
Christmas Lunch

‘Save the Children’ — Christmas Jumper day

11 [Year 5 - Wessex Water workshop

Year 4 - OWL (change from previously shared)
PTFA Christmas Fair 3.15-4.15 p.m.

15 |Infant Nativity — 1.45 p.m.

Infant Nativity — 9.45 a.m.

Year 5 and 6 Choir — Rotary Carol Service (5.10 p.m.)
17 |Christmas parties — non uniform day!

Year R — OWL (change of date)

18 |BANES Football Cup Match at St John’s Catholic
Primary School

19 |1.30 p.m. Carol Service Bathwick St. Mary’s Church

4

9

12

16

Save the date(s)
Here are some key events in the year ahead:
e Thursday 2" April: Easter Service, 1.30 p.m.
e Friday 10™ July: Year 6 Show TBC (evening)
e Thursday 16" July: End of Year Service, 1.30 pm.


https://royalsociety.org/news/2025/11/young-peoples-book-prize-shortlist-2025/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2024/09/04/a-parents-guide-to-keeping-kids-healthy-this-school-year/
https://bathwickstmary.org/uniform/

The PTFA Post

Arbor now!

e Christmas Wreath-Making evening:
Thursday 4th December 7-9pm in the School
Hall. Tickets £30 DEADLINE Tuesday 2™ Dec.

e Christmas Fair - Friday 12®" December 3.15-
4.15pm in the School Hall - Free Entry and we
will be drawing the Christmas Raffle! We still
need helpers for the Christmas Fair.

As part of the Fair we will be having a "Giftable
pocket money stall" selling for £1 or £2 on the
prepay cards or cash/card on the day and would
love donations of the following in Good or
Excellent quality condition suitable for school aged
children: Toys, Books, Small items of jewellery, hair
items, purses etc.,, Games (top trumps, puzzles
etc), Stationary, Fidgets, Mini figures — Lego etc.

We will also have a section for parents' gifts so nice
soaps, candles, chocolates, socks etc... anything
you wouldn't mind being given by your child!! If
anyone has larger items they would like to donate,
these will be added to the raffle as prizes. Please
leave in bags in reception labelled "PTFA donation"

Don't forget to buy your Raffle Tickets and return
your stubs to the office to be in with a chance of
winning one of the brilliant prizes! We will be at
the school gates each Friday taking payments and
selling extra tickets, but you can also make
payment online via the QR code in your envelope.

Coming up in the New Year...

e Pub Choir - Friday 16th January 7:30-10pm. A
brilliant evening combining drinks and a sing
song of some absolute classics. No experience
necessary... Perfect way to cheer up a grey
January!

e PTFA Logo Competition - thank you so much for
everyone's entries - they were so creative! In
fact, there were so many amazing designs that
we are going to use elements from as many as
we can to create a fabulous new logo that will be
revealed in the New Year!

And finally...

May | wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! We look forward to seeing our children
and families ready for an 8.50 start on Monday 5%
January. With best wishes for the new year ahead.

Kevin Purkiss,
Head Teacher

Celebrating over the holiday?

Can you collect as many clean beer bottle tops and
champagne and prosecco corks for school as you can please
— we use them in OWL Adventures. Thank you!

Having a clear out?

We are looking to further develop our Wraparound
provision, so if you have any of the following items you no
longer require, we'd be delighted to receive them:

0 Dressing up clothes

0 Dolls house

. Sylvanian families or other small figures
. Building games and big blocks

o Stacking cup game

Important safety notice
We have children in school who have life-threatening
allergies. We take all our children's safety extremely
seriously and as such the following foods and foods
containing these ingredients are banned from the
school site (this includes snacks after school for your
children or during clubs time):
© Sesame seeds and food containing sesame
(sesame can be found on or in a variety of food,
including on rolls, bread, oil, hummus)
© Nuts and food containing nuts
X All “Tree nuts’ - this includes cashew, hazelnuts,
almonds, walnuts, pistachio, macadamia, pecan
and Brazil nuts
X Peanuts and chestnuts
X Pine nuts and Pesto
Some food packing uses wording such as, ‘This product
has been produced in a factory that handles nuts and/or
sesame’ or ‘May contain nuts and/or sesame’. At school,
we only ban foods that specifically state nuts or sesame
in the ingredient list. Thank you for your continued
vigilance.

Year 1, 2, 3 — coming up in January
We are delighted to be taking
Year 1 and 2 (Wednesday 7t
January) and Year 3 (Friday 9t
January) to the Egg Theatre to B S
see ‘Snow Mice’. o . vaho TR
‘At the start of the winter holidays, three children arrive
in a strange new house. Where will they all sleep? Will
they have to share a room? And will it EVER snow
again?
More details will follow — but please note children will not
be back to school by the usual end of the day. Parents can
either collect their children from outside the Egg at approx.
3.10 p.m., or back at school for approx. 3.40 p.m. on the 7t
/ 9" January.



https://www.theatreroyal.org.uk/events/snow-mice/

You may also be interested in...

6:30 - 7:30
Doors Open

Wednesday 10
December

REC
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Come along for carols, family fun, and a
celebration of Christmas in the heart of Bath

Sean to get your free tickets!
Bath Recreation Ground, Pulteney
Mews, Bath, BAZ 403

Refreshments available from the bar

22M & 23 ‘December
Stfindrew’s, Bristol
Southdown, Bath

10am - 3pm
with optional add-on ‘Stay n Play’ hours, £3.50 per hour

Let your children join us while you get your last-minute
preparations done! They can expect an exciting variety of
Christmas-themed science activities and experiments!
Head to fun-science.org.uk for more information

bath@fun-science.org.uk

E‘@ fun-science org.uk/science-holiday-clubs/

Eligible for benefits-related Free School Meals?
We have a limited number of funded spaces available!

For Bristol find us on EEQU, for Bath, on HolidayActivities.com
{Please note the Bath funded spaces are due to go live at the end of November)

Any questions, please get in touch!
07708 214840

booking form

Spol:l:ers
HOCKEY
2025 New Season Schedule

30 Oct + 22 Dec- HPCs_

10am- 3pm - Ages 13-17 work in the stretch zone ready for +TA

31 Oct - Scoring/Skills/Game Workshops

10am- 11.30 | 12.15-1.45pm | 2-3.30pm -Ages 8-15
1 Nov - Advai iviaster
10am- 11.30 | 12.-1.30pm | Ages 12-17
17-19 Dec - Camps

10am- 12pm and 1-3pm - Ages 7-14; Registration 0930 pick up by 3.20pm

M(u-ur-v_‘ rO- E’ETT_I_.

Specialist GK coaching at all events
Email: spottershockey@yahoo.co.uk

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

\TY OF Bazy,

® JOHN MOORE SPORTS

*
HAYESFILED GIRLS SCHOOL, OLDFIELD PARK, BATH BA2 3LA
AMY WILLIAMS SPORTS HALL UPPER

Train with us - Find your session

FRIDAYS:

5:30PM-6:30PM: YEARS 3,4 &5
6:30PM-7:30PM: YEARS 6,7 & 8

Join the Evolution Today!

www.evolvesportscoaching.co.uk @ @ @evolutionnetball

v

@ o0 BT T B CHRISTMAS CAMPS[2025)

[Robots | Filming | MINECARFT/ Baubles
Take Home NEW STEM Inventions & Science Creations!

B.s s )

| 29TH, 30TH, 31ST DEC ;
NG AN £39.99 PER DAY

WHAT TO EXPECT:
This Christmas, leap into a world of wonder —
bl robots 6, bring Lego creations to fe g
whth animation 4, craft decorations with 30 <
pans ., fim festive masterpieces I, embark
on epic Minecraft quests, and experiment

| with their own Christmas bath bombs and

AGES 5-11,9 AM - 4 PM DAILY -\~ =l BOOK/NOW.

\'.\ www:.nextthing:education



Autumn Term 2025 Bathwick Menu

MEAT FREE .
WEEK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Roasted Pork sausage
vegetable . Homemade g Jumbo cod fish
. Roast chicken . casserole .
pinwheels Cottage Pie (G) finger (B, E, G)
WEEK 1 (B)
(B, G)
. Cauliflower and .
1 Sept Option 2: . Vegetarian Quorn sausage Cheese and red
. Vegetable broccoli bake & . . .
22 Sept | Vegetarian enchilada (B, G) herby crumb Cottage Pie casserole onion quiche
13 Oct Meal ’ i (G, M) (B, D) (8, D, G)
1 Dec All the Herby diced Roast potatoes, Green fresh Creamed mashed O\{en baked
seasonal fresh chips, baked
above potato (B) vegetables and potato (G), peas
. vegetables and beans and
served with Salad bar sweetcorn and gravy
gravy sweetcorn
. Jacket potato Pork and beef Jumbo cod fish
Macaroni cheese . . - .
WEEK 2 (8, G) Roast chicken with egg meatballs in finger
! mayonnaise (D) | onion gravy (B, 1) (B, E, G)
8 Sept Optlon.z: Vegetable frittata . J?cket potato Vegan balls in Vegetable
Vegetarian Vegetable pie (B) | with beans and )
29 Sept (D, G) onion gravy (M) nuggets (B)
20 Oct Meal cheese (G)
Roast potatoes, L Oven baked
17 Nov All the . . Wholegrain rice .
Garlic bread (B) mixed fresh chips, baked
8 Dec above Fresh salad bar and fresh salad
. and salad bar vegetables and beans and
served with bar
gravy sweetcorn
Cheese and Sweet and sour Jumbo cod fish
WEEK 3 tomato pizza Roast chicken Stick BBQ Pork chicken finger
(B, G) (B, E G)
15 Sept Optlon.Z: Vegetable and Vegetable Butternut squash Roasted Vegetable burger
6 Oct Vegetarian red lentil loaf Lasagne (G, B) and spinach curr vegetable chilli (B, 1)
3 Nov Meal & ! P y & ’
24 Oct All the Roast potatoes, Wholegrain rice Wholegrain rice Oven baked
Jacket wedges .
15 Dec above carrots, green and green fresh and green fresh | chips, beans and
. and salad bar
with beans and gravy vegetables vegetables sweetcorn
. Jacket potato Jacket potato Jacket potato
: . . k .
Optlon-:-’, with baked with baked JaF et potato with baked Farm Assured
Alternative with tuna (E), . .
beans, cheese beans, cheese beans, cheese Ham with Chips
Served Meal salad bar
Ever (G), or tuna (E) (G), or tuna (E) (G), or tuna (E)
y Fresh fruit platter | Rocky road (B) Cake of the week Jelly and fruit Ice-cream (G) or
Week . . . .
or with fresh fruit or (B, D) or platter, with fresh fruit or
organic yoghurt organic yoghurt organic yoghurt organic organic yoghurt
(G) (G) (G) yoghurt (G) (G)

Any food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative Main Course and Dessert to meet your child’s needs. All meals are served with
milk or water. Tinned Mackerel (E) available with Jackets on request (with 3 school days notice). Fresh bread is available daily.
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Bathwick St. Mary School Term and Holiday Dates — 2025-2026

NO HOLIDAYS CAN BE TAKEN IN TERM TIME

AUGUST 2025 SEPTEMBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025
1 8 | 15| 22| 29| M 6 | 13| 20
T 2 9 | 16| 23| 30| T 7 | 14| 21
Wi| 3 | 10| 17| 24 Wi 1 8 | 15| 22
TH| 4 | 11| 18 | 25 TH| 2| 9| 16| 23
F| 5|12 19| 26 F| 310 17| 24
S| 6| 13| 20| 27 S| 4| 11| 18| 25
SU| 3 | 10| 17| 24| 31 SU| 7 | 14| 21 | 28 SU| 5| 12| 19| 26
NOVEMBER 2025 DECEMBER 2025 JANUARY 2026
3 |10| 17| 24 1 8 | 15 5| 12| 19| 26
T 4 | 11| 18| 25 T| 2| 9|16 6 | 13| 20| 27
W 5| 12| 19| 26 wWi| 3 | 10| 17 7 | 14| 21| 28
TH 6 | 13| 20| 27 TH| 4 | 11 | 18 8 | 15| 22| 29
F 7 | 14| 21| 28 F|{ 5|12 19 9 | 16| 23| 30
S| 1| 8| 15| 22| 29 S| 6] 13| 20 10| 17 | 24| 31
SU| 2 9 | 16| 23| 30 SU| 7 | 14| 21| 28 SU| 4 | 11| 18| 25
FEBRUARY 2026 MARCH 2026 APRIL 2026
2|9 23 2| 9|16| 23| 30 20 | 27
T 3|10 24 T| 3 |10(17| 24| 31 21| 28
\W 4 | 11 25 W| 4 | 11| 18| 25 22 | 29
TH 5| 12 26 TH| 5 | 12| 19 | 26 23 | 30
F 6 | 13 27 F| 6| 13| 20| 27 24
S 7 | 14| 21| 28 S 7 | 14| 21 | 28 25
SU| 1| 8 |15| 22| 1 SU| 8 | 15| 22| 29 SU| 5| 12| 19| 26
MAY 2026 JUNE 2026 JULY 2026
-l 11 | 18 1| 8152229 M 6 | 13
T 5| 12| 19 T| 2| 9|16|23|30| T 7 | 14
W 6 | 13| 20 W| 3 |10| 17| 24 Wi 1| 8| 15
TH 7 | 14| 21 TH| 4 | 11| 18 | 25 TH| 2 9 | 16
F 1 8 | 15| 22 F 51 12| 19| 26 F 3 | 10| 17
S| 2| 9|16] 23| 30 S| 6| 13| 20| 27 S| 4| 11| 18| 25
SU| 3 | 10| 17| 24| 31 SU| 7 | 14| 21 | 28 SU| 5| 12| 19| 26
School Term Dates: The 26/27 academic year begins on
Holiday Dates: (Children not in school) Tuesday 1%t September 2026.
Inset Days: (Children not in school)

Bank holidays: (Children not in school)




