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Achieving excellence through  
the pursuit of good’ 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Two: October 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Of all the skills taught at Bathwick St. Mary Church 
School, the ability to read fluently, confidently and for 
enjoyment is one of the most important.  
 
A recent study from The Reading Agency found that 
reading for pleasure early in childhood is linked to 
better cognitive performance and mental wellbeing 
in adolescence; it is more important for children’s 
cognitive development than their parents’ level of 
education and is a more powerful factor in life 
achievement than socio-economic background. The 
study noted that regular readers reported higher 
levels of wellbeing and life satisfaction when 
compared to non-readers, as well as better levels of 
sleep and concentration.  
 
Much of our ACE Curriculum 
is built around reading high 
quality texts that not only 
stretches and challenges 
children’s skills but also 
opens up new worlds and 
broadens horizons. We are 

delighted 
to take all classes from Year 1 to 
Year 6 to hear fabulous authors at 
the Bath Children's Literature 
Festival again this year. On 
Monday, Years 3 and 4 heard from 
the inspiring and multiple award 
winning Hannah Gold; Years 1 and 
2 loved listening to Sue Hendra 

(author of the much 
loved ‘Supertato’ 
books); Years 5 and 6 
are heading the Bath 
Pavillion on Friday to 
listen to Children’s 
Laureate Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce.  
 
Many thanks to our Librarian, Clare Turner, and Vicky 
Bowman for championing these brilliant opportunities 
for our children and thank you to the children for being 
such excellent ambassadors for our school.  
 

•  Welcome to new children! 
It is always lovely to welcome new children to Bathwick St. 
Mary Church School.  A very warm welcome to: 

• Y4 - Jiran 

• Y5 – Albie and Cian  
We hope you will all be very happy here! 
 
How you can support in Year R, 1 and 2… 
Our Read, Write, Inc. lead, Mrs Emma Williams, and Miss 
Sarah Farrar led an informative session for new Year R 
parents and carers last week – more information will 
follow about how you can support your child develop 
those essential early reading skills. On Friday 26th 
September, children received their phonics folders along 
with various resources to begin supporting your child's 
reading journey.  
 
Please look out on Tapestry for more information to 
follow about how you can support your child develop 
those essential early reading skills. If you have any 
questions regarding these resources and/or how to use 
them, please do not hesitate to come and speak to Miss 
Farrar or Mrs Williams and they will be happy to help. 
 

Bathwick is… AMBITIOUS, CREATIVE and ETHICAL 

Interwoven in our ACE curriculum are many 
additional trips, visits and experiences that 
are designed to enhance learning and really 
engage our children (look out for a few 
photos in this newsletter). Embedding our 
ACE Curriculum is a key priority for us this 
year.   
Our five-year Strategic Plan 2023-2027 
provides the overall vision and direction of 
travel, but this is further broken down into 
our one-year School Development Plan 
that summarises the key things this year we 
are developing.  
 
In summary, this year we are:  

• Further embedding highly skilled adaptive 
teaching, learning and assessment 

• Developing our new mathematics curriculum 

• Refining our ACE curriculum 

• Promoting proactive responsibility for ourselves, 
each other and our world 

 

Bathwick St. Mary Church School 
01225 465654 
office@bsm.bwmat.org    
www.bathwickstmary.org  
Headteacher: Mr Kevin Purkiss 

https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Our-Values-Mission-and-Vision.pdf
https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Our-Values-Mission-and-Vision.pdf
https://readingagency.org.uk/adult-reading-research-report-2024/
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/
https://bathfestivals.org.uk/childrens-literature/
https://www.hannahgold.world/
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/authors/Sue-Hendra/65784677
https://www.panmacmillan.com/blogs/books-for-children/frank-cottrell-boyce-books-guide
https://www.panmacmillan.com/blogs/books-for-children/frank-cottrell-boyce-books-guide
https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/5-Year-Strategy-2023-2027.pdf
https://bathwickstmary.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/SDP-One-Page-Overview-Bathwick-St-Mary-25-26.pdf
mailto:office@bsm.bwmat.org
http://www.bathwickstmary.org/
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How can I find out how my child is doing at school?  
Our teaching teams try to be as available as possible to 
our parents and carers – it is by working closely 
together that our children will go from strength to 
strength. Teachers are available before school in the 
playground as well as after school on most days. We 
recognise with many children in wraparound care and 
accessing the many clubs on offer, not all parents have 
the opportunity to speak to teachers in person. Please 
feel free to email (enquiries@bsm.bwmat.org) or call 
(01225 465654) to ask questions or queries or arrange 
a time to meet your child’s teacher.  In addition we 
have PCEs (Parent / Carer Consultation Evening) on 
Monday 13th and Thursday, 16th October.  The booking 
information will be shared via email shortly.  
 

 
Year Six enjoyed an informative ‘Lifeskills’ trip recently 
 
Harvest Celebration 
Our Harvest 
Celebration service is 
on Friday 24th 
October at 1.30 p.m. 
at St. Mary’s Church. 
We are delighted to 
invite our whole 
school community to 
share in this joyful 
service together.  We 
are inviting our whole 
school community to 
show support for the 
Bath Foodbank. They are particularly in need of the 
above items. Please bring donations on Monday 20th 
and Tuesday 21st October (they are being collected 
the following morning).  
We also would like to especially invite all Year R 
Parents and Carers – new children in Reception and 
others across the school will receive a Bible from 
school which we will present to each child in this 
service. Please do ‘save the date’ if you can.   
 
Winter Uniform – from October half term 
As we approach half term may I remind parents that 
all children need to wear their ‘winter uniform’ (shirts 
and ties) from Monday 4th November. Thank you for 
your co-operation. The uniform requirements are 
here.   

A great start for attendance – thank you!  
Last year’s overall school attendance was 97% (and a great 
improvement on the previous year which was 96%) Whilst 
this is above the national figure, there is still more we can 
do in ensuring Bathwick children are always at school, ‘All 
day, every day, on time’.  
 
Last year, just under a quarter of children had one or more 
unauthorised absence (but again, this was an 
improvement on the year before).  We all want the best 
for our children and we believe that regular attendance at 
school is vital for children as it promotes good learning, 
positive attitudes and maintains continuity in their 
education and in their friendships. Attendance currently 
stands at 98.9% which is a brilliant start – let’s keep it up.   
 

The PTA Post 
A huge thank you to everyone who 
supported the PTA last year, we are thrilled 
to announce that we raised £20,874! 
 
Please make every effort to attend the short Coffee 
Morning and AGM on Wednesday 8th October, 9am-
9.45am. Please join us in the school hall for coffee and 
refreshments after drop-off. This is a great chance to 
meet other parents (new and returning), find out what 
the PTA does, how you can get involved, and take part 
in a quick show of hands for our Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). 
 
We Need Your Help! We’re looking to expand and 
reorganise our PTA committee and would love to hear 
from anyone interested in helping in the following 
roles: 
Treasurer, Grants Team, Communications/Graphics, 
Raffle Team, Christmas Events Team, Summer Fair 
Events Team, Grounds Team, Quiz and Disco Teams.  
 
Descriptions of these roles were shared via email on 
26th September and we’d be happy to chat more at the 
Coffee Morning if you're curious. Coming along doesn’t 
mean you’re committing, just that you’re interested in 
finding out more! We hope to see you there! 
 

 
Show Racism the RED Card – Non-Uniform 17th October 
Each year we raise awareness of this important charity.  
Show Racism the Red Card (SRtRC) is the UK’s leading anti-
racism educational charity. It was established in January 
1996, thanks in part to a donation by 
then Newcastle United goalkeeper 
Shaka Hislop. We are inviting all 
children to wear as much red 
clothing as they can (it is a non-
uniform day) as we challenge 
misconceptions, stereotypes and 
negative attitudes in our society. 
 

mailto:enquiries@bsm.bwmat.org
https://bathwickstmary.org/uniform/
https://bathwickstmary.org/uniform/
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Our Young Cricket Stars! 
We are thrilled to announce an incredible 
achievement by Rupert (Y4) and Joseph (Y5) for 
successfully making it through to the U10’s Somerset 
County Cricket Pathway! Out of many children who 
trialled, the boys excelled through the intense trials to 
secure a spot in the prestigious squad of just 40 
players. This achievement is a testament to their hard 
work, dedication, and passion for cricket. We couldn't 
be prouder of their commitment and skill - 
congratulations boys! Keep up the fantastic work!  

 
Eruptions in OWL Adventures! 
We have had a brilliant start to 
OWL Adventures this year. Mrs 
Morris works closely with teachers 
to build curriculum links into each 
OWL Adventure day. Here are Year 
3 not only creating volcanoes – but 
even making them erupt!  
 

Congratulations to both Mrs 
McHugh & Mr Downing 
We were delighted to recently 
announce the safe arrivals of two 
babies in the staff team – firstly to 
Mrs Ellie McHugh and her husband 
Steve, and then to Mr George 
Downing and his wife Mollie. All 
families are doing well!  
 

Open mornings 
Is your child due to start 
school in September 2026? 
You are warmly invited to 
our remaining Open 
Mornings (21st October or 
20th November, each from 
9.00-10.00 or 10.45-

11.45).  Contact Clare Turner or Timea Toth in the 
office to book a place: office@bsm.bwmat.org 

 
Your questions, queries and feedback… 
Please do stop me in the playground or make contact 
to share ideas, concerns or questions. Bathwick is a 
wonderful school, but there are always things we can 
do to improve and develop – and I am always willing 
to hear your ideas and comments.  It is by working in 
positive partnership that our children will continue to 
thrive!  
 
With best wishes,   

 
Kevin Purkiss 
Head Teacher  

 
 

 

 

Term 1 Dates for the Diary 

October 

3 
Children’s Literature Festival – Y5 (pm) and Y6 (am) 
Year 4 OWL 

9 Year 6 to Swindon Steam (TBC) 

10 
Flu Immunisations offered  
Year 2 OWL 

13 PCEs – booking information to follow 

16 PCEs – booking information to follow 

17 
Year R OWL 
WEAR RED – Non Uniform Day – Show Racism the 
RED CARD 

20 Harvest Donations in to school please 

21 
Open Morning for Reception 2026 starters 
Year 1 OWL 

22 Harvest Donations deadline 9.00 a.m.  

24 1.30 pm Harvest Service (Collection from church) 

 
Save the date(s) 
In addition to the dates, here are some key events in the 
year ahead:  

• Friday 19th December: Carol Service, 1.30 p.m. 

• Thursday 2nd April: Easter Service, 1.30 p.m. 

• Friday 10th July: Year 6 Show TBC (evening) 

• Thursday 16th July: End of Year Service, 1.30 pm. 
 
 

Important safety notice 
We have children in school who have life-
threatening allergies. We take all our children's 
safety extremely seriously and as such the following 
foods and foods containing these ingredients are 
banned from the school site (this includes snacks 
after school for your children or during clubs time):  

 Sesame seeds and food containing sesame 
(sesame can be found on or in a variety of food, 
including on rolls, bread, oil, hummus) 

 Nuts and food containing nuts 
 All ‘Tree nuts’ - this includes cashew, 
hazelnuts, almonds, walnuts, pistachio, 
macadamia, pecan and Brazil nuts  

 Peanuts and chestnuts  
 Pine nuts and Pesto 

Some food packing uses wording such as, ‘This 
product has been produced in a factory that handles 
nuts and/or sesame’ or ‘May contain nuts and/or 
sesame’. At school, we only ban foods that 
specifically state nuts or sesame in the ingredient 
list.  Thank you for your continued vigilance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@bsm.bwmat.org
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You may also be interested in… 
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Autumn Term 2025 Bathwick Menu 
 

 
WEEK 

MEAT FREE 
Monday 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

WEEK 1 
 

1 Sept 
22 Sept  
13 Oct  
10 Nov 
1 Dec 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Roasted 
vegetable 
pinwheels 

(B, G) 

Roast chicken 
Homemade 

Cottage Pie (G) 

Pork sausage 
casserole 

(B) 

Jumbo cod fish 
finger (B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Vegetable 
enchilada (B, G) 

Cauliflower and 
broccoli bake & 

herby crumb 
topping (B, G) 

Vegetarian 
Cottage Pie  

(G, M) 

Quorn sausage 
casserole 

(B, D) 

Cheese and red 
onion quiche 

(B, D, G) 

All the 
above 

served with 

Herby diced 
potato (B)  
Salad bar 

Roast potatoes, 
seasonal fresh 
vegetables and 

gravy 

Green fresh 
vegetables and 

sweetcorn 

Creamed mashed 
potato (G), peas 

and gravy 

Oven baked 
chips, baked 
beans and 
sweetcorn 

WEEK 2 
 

8 Sept 
29 Sept  
20 Oct  
17 Nov  
8 Dec 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Macaroni cheese 
(B, G) 

Roast chicken 
Jacket potato 

with egg 
mayonnaise (D) 

Pork and beef 
meatballs in 

onion gravy (B, I) 

Jumbo cod fish 
finger 

(B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Vegetable frittata 
(D, G) 

Vegetable pie (B) 
Jacket potato 

with beans and 
cheese (G) 

Vegan balls in 
onion gravy (M) 

Vegetable 
nuggets (B) 

All the 
above 

served with 

Garlic bread (B) 
and salad bar 

Roast potatoes, 
mixed fresh 

vegetables and 
gravy 

Fresh salad bar 
Wholegrain rice 
and fresh salad 

bar  

Oven baked 
chips, baked 
beans and 
sweetcorn 

WEEK 3 
 

15 Sept  
6 Oct  
3 Nov 
24 Oct 
15 Dec 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Cheese and 
tomato pizza 

(B, G) 
Roast chicken Stick BBQ Pork  

Sweet and sour 
chicken 

Jumbo cod fish 
finger 

(B, E, G) 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian 

Meal 

Vegetable and 
red lentil loaf 

Vegetable 
Lasagne (G, B) 

Butternut squash 
and spinach curry  

Roasted 
vegetable chilli  

Vegetable burger 
(B, I) 

All the 
above 
with 

Jacket wedges 
and salad bar 

Roast potatoes, 
carrots, green 

beans and gravy 

Wholegrain rice 
and green fresh 

vegetables  

Wholegrain rice 
and green fresh 

vegetables 

Oven baked 
chips, beans and 

sweetcorn 

Served 
Every 
Week 

Option 3: 
Alternative 

Meal 

Jacket potato 
with baked 

beans, cheese 
(G), or tuna (E) 

Jacket potato 
with baked 

beans, cheese 
(G), or tuna (E) 

Jacket potato 
with tuna (E), 

salad bar 

Jacket potato 
with baked 

beans, cheese 
(G), or tuna (E) 

Farm Assured 
Ham with Chips 

Dessert 

Fresh fruit platter 
or 

organic yoghurt 
(G) 

Rocky road (B) 
with fresh fruit or 
organic yoghurt 

(G) 

Cake of the week 
(B, D) or 

organic yoghurt 
(G) 

Jelly and fruit 
platter, with 

organic 
yoghurt (G) 

Ice-cream (G) or 
fresh fruit or 

organic yoghurt 
(G) 

 

Any food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative Main Course and Dessert to meet your child’s needs.  All meals are served with 
milk or water. Tinned Mackerel (E) available with Jackets on request (with 3 school days notice). Fresh bread is available daily.  
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Bathwick St. Mary School Term and Holiday Dates – 2025-2026 
 

NO HOLIDAYS CAN BE TAKEN IN TERM TIME 
 

AUGUST 2025 SEPTEMBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025 

M  4 11 18 25  M 1 8 15 22 29 M  6 13 20 27 

T  5 12 19 26  T 2 9 16 23 30 T  7 14 21 28 

W  6 13 20 27  W 3 10 17 24  W 1 8 15 22 29 

TH  7 14 21 28  TH 4 11 18 25  TH 2 9 16 23 30 

F 1 8 15 22 29  F 5 12 19 26  F 3 10 17 24 31 

S 2 9 16 23 30  S 6 13 20 27  S 4 11 18 25  

SU 3 10 17 24 31  SU 7 14 21 28  SU 5 12 19 26  

NOVEMBER 2025 DECEMBER 2025 JANUARY 2026 

M  3 10 17 24  M 1 8 15 22 29 M  5 12 19 26 

T  4 11 18 25  T 2 9 16 23 30 T  6 13 20 27 

W  5 12 19 26  W 3 10 17 24 31 W  7 14 21 28 

TH  6 13 20 27  TH 4 11 18 25  TH 1 8 15 22 29 

F  7 14 21 28  F 5 12 19 26  F 2 9 16 23 30 

S 1 8 15 22 29  S 6 13 20 27  S 3 10 17 24 31 

SU 2 9 16 23 30  SU 7 14 21 28  SU 4 11 18 25  

FEBRUARY 2026 MARCH 2026 APRIL 2026 

M  2 9 16 23  M 2 9 16 23 30 M  6 13 20 27 

T  3 10 17 24  T 3 10 17 24 31 T  7 14 21 28 

W  4 11 18 25  W 4 11 18 25  W 1 8 15 22 29 

TH  5 12 19 26  TH 5 12 19 26  TH 2 9 16 23 30 

F  6 13 20 27  F 6 13 20 27  F 3 10 17 24  

S  7 14 21 28  S 7 14 21 28  S 4 11 18 25  

SU 1 8 15 22 1  SU 8 15 22 29  SU 5 12 19 26  

MAY 2026 JUNE 2026 JULY 2026 

M  4 11 18 25  M 1 8 15 22 29 M  6 13 20 27 

T  5 12 19 26  T 2 9 16 23 30 T  7 14 21 28 

W  6 13 20 27  W 3 10 17 24  W 1 8 15 22 29 

TH  7 14 21 28  TH 4 11 18 25  TH 2 9 16 23 30 

F 1 8 15 22 29  F 5 12 19 26  F 3 10 17 24 31 

S 2 9 16 23 30  S 6 13 20 27  S 4 11 18 25  

SU 3 10 17 24 31  SU 7 14 21 28  SU 5 12 19 26  

 
The 26/27 academic year begins on 
Tuesday 1st September 2026.  

 

School Term Dates:   

Holiday Dates:  (Children not in school) 

Inset Days:   (Children not in school) 

Bank holidays:  (Children not in school) 


