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Newsletter Eight: April 2022  
 

 
 
SHOWTIME with the Year 3 and 4 ‘Plastic Pirates’! 
It has been a brilliant Term 4 with much to celebrate! 
Firstly, our Year 3 and 4 children performed a wonderful 
production earlier this week. They have learned a great 
deal about protecting our oceans and further developed 
their performing arts skills.  It was a joy to see children 
thrive on stage – whether it was their acting, singing, 
dances, solo performances or supporting backstage – 
each child shone and thoroughly enjoyed the show.  
Thanks to our Year 3/4 staff team who worked hard to 
give each child the opportunity to perform on stage.  I 
was delighted to see such polished performances – many 
children have not been on stage since they were in 
Reception. Very well done to all!  
 
British Science week celebrated! 
During March we marked British Science week.  
Throughout the school there were lots of additional 

activities and experiences 
planned that further 
enhanced our science 
curriculum. The school 
Governors also attended 
an afternoon to review the 
school’s approach to the 
curriculum with a 
particular focus on science 
knowledge and skills.  

 Sydney Gardens play area opened by Bathwick 

 
Our whole school trip on Monday was a great success. 
It was an honour for our School Council to cut the 
ribbon and officially open the Sydney Gardens play 
area.  We all 
enjoyed the 
extended 
playtime and it 
was great to see 
children 
enjoying the 
different  
equipment and 
play space. Look 
out for more 
photos through 
the newsletter!  
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A celebration of books and reading on World Book Day! 
There were some fabulous book-
related costumes on display in school 
on World Book Day this year, so thank 
you to everyone who showed such 
creativity and imagination. The best 
dressed classes in the school, as 

decided by Mr. Purkiss and Mrs. Turner, were winners 
Year 6 with Year 2 the runner-up! Mrs. McHugh's 
amazing Gangster Granny costume won the best dressed 
staff prize, with Mrs. Falzoni a close second. 
There were certificates on offer in each class for Best 
Dressed and Highly Commended so well done to all the 
winners! The final amount raised through the book fair 
was a Bathwick record breaking £383.12 worth of books 
for our library! Many thanks to Clare Turner, our 
Librarian and helpers Mrs. Jenkins, Mrs. Carter, Mrs. 
Hawthorn, Mrs. Rigby, Miss. Bowman and Mrs. McHugh 
for all they did to run and support the fair! 

 
After lots of Covid related delays, the Science Panel of 
Alex, Edie and Honor (Year 5) and Ella-Sofia, Sonny and 
Zack (Year 6) were able to give an interesting 
presentation to Year 5 and 6 about the six shortlisted 
books, revealing our favourite books and the national 
winner. Well done to the Science Panel who did a 
brilliant job reading, voting for and discussing the books. 
All books will be available in the school library after the 
Easter holidays. Look out for the upcoming library 
newsletter which will give more information about the 
books, our votes and the overall national winner.  
 
Term dates for 22-23 Academic Year – see below 
Please have a look at both the 21-22 and newly published 
22-23 academic year calendar at the end of the 
newsletter.  Children have missed so much normal 
schooling over the last two years of Covid disruption.  
All teaching staff have and continue to work extremely 
hard to support all children to catch up from missed 
learning and EVERY DAY AT SCHOOL COUNTS.  Please 
DO NOT take even more time out of school for holidays.  
Not only will children miss even more learning, but they 
are far less likely to be ready for their next stage of 
education, whether that be senior school or the next 
year group at primary.  There are thirteen weeks of 
school holidays annually and ALL families are expected 
to use this time for any holidays.  
THANK YOU to the vast majority of families who do 
their utmost to keep their child’s attendance at school 
the best it can possibly be – it really does make a 
difference. 
 

Farewell to Miss. Appleton and Ms. Greenslade  
At the end of this term, we say a fond farewell to two 
members of our team at Bathwick. Both Miss. Appleton 
(Teaching Assistant in Year 2) and Ms Greenslade 
(Teaching Assistant in Year 4) are moving onto pastures 
new after Easter. We wish them all the very best for the 
future and thank them for all their service to the 
children of our school. We look forward to thanking 
them at the Easter Service on Friday. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU for your support  
On Friday 18th March we supported Comic 
Relief.  We were delighted to have raised £247.02 from 
the school collection and a further £125.54 from the 
FLAG end of school smoothie sale.  Thank you to the 
FLAG group for running this lovely event.  

 
It was also great to 

support World Down Syndrome Day on 21st March.  The 
#LotsOfSocks campaign exists to raise awareness about 
Down syndrome. We were delighted to have also raised 
£155.20 for the work of Down Syndrome International. 
 

Netball club tournament success 
Congratulations to our Netball Club and thanks to 
coach Sian Dudman.  All the team all played so well and 
were a credit to the school. Our yellow team got 
through the pool stage and lost by one goal in the semi-
finals. Our blue team played 3 and won 2, ending the 
day with an emphatic win, finishing the day on a high. 
 

Easter Service – this Friday (8th April)  
We look forward to celebrating Easter with you at our 
Easter Service at St. Mary’s Church, Bathwick on Friday 
8th April. Please do join us and be seated by 1:30pm. 
In addition to the 'usual' service, we look forward to 
presenting our Year R and Year 1 children with Bibles 
and hearing a fantastic song from the Year 3 and 4 
musical 'Plastic Pirates'. All children take part in the 
Service, so please collect your child from the Church at 
the end (around 2.30 p.m.) If you are unable to collect 
your child (or they are booked into Wraparound Care / 
clubs), we will take children back to school for the usual 
end of the day arrangements. Children should bring as 
little as possible to school on the last day of term please 
(i.e. no book bags, rucksacks etc.). Please note, face 
coverings are ‘welcomed but are not obligatory’. 
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Governor Update: April 2022 
 
Governors meet as a full Local Governing Committee 
6 times a year in September, October, January, March, 
May and July.  Each meeting has a specific focus with 
our March meeting largely used to review and agree 
the forecast of the budget for the remainder of the 
year. The school continues to manage a balanced 
budget against a backdrop of the rising cost of living, 
energy costs and the challenges caused by Covid 
absences and staff cover, making decisions that are 
appropriate to ensure children continue to have the 
best learning experiences. 
 
Wellbeing, both for staff and children, has been high 
on the agenda.  Governors will be reviewing a recent 
staff questionnaire completed by staff to see where 
we can provide the best support. Some children have 
also had the opportunity to talk to our Safeguarding 
Governor about their experiences in school and 
whether they feel safe at school and any changes 
they’d like to see. 
 
Part of the role of Governors is to review school 
attendance figures and particularly where there is 
persistent absenteeism.  Again, Covid has played its 
part in the current figures which are lower than we 
would expect in pre-pandemic times but it is our role 
to question these figures, specifically where some of 
this absence is through holidays in term time. We 
reiterate Mr Purkiss’ request for all holidays to be 
taken outside the school term so that children do not 
miss any further learning. 
 
Finally, Governors have been in school in terms 3 & 4 
for two monitoring visits to see the progress of the 
School Development Plan in action.  After two years of 
not being physically in school, it was a joy to be able 
to see the imbedding of Read Write Inc. in Years R-3, 
the progress of our most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable children as well as seeing the depth of 
curriculum development that has taken place 
including in EYFS.  Thank you to all the teachers and 
children who welcomed us back. 

  

 

REMINDER: Allergies in school 
We have children in school who have life-threatening 
allergies to nuts, sesame seeds, and products 
containing sesame (sesame can be found on or in a 
variety of food, including on rolls, bread, oil, 
hummus).  We take all our children's safety extremely 
seriously and as such there is a school wide ban on nuts 
and sesame products (this includes bringing snacks 
after school for your children or during clubs 
time). Thank you for your continued vigilance and 
support.   
 
School Council Jubilee Tree Planting 

As part of plans in school for marking Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee the School Council have planted two 
trees locally in the last few weeks. We planted an oak 
tree in the Holburne Park parkland and a winter 
flowering cherry just by our school gate! 
 

 
 
Planting our winter flowering cherry  ‘Jubilee Tree’ 
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FLAG (Food for Living Action Group) update  
Following on from the success of last term’s Chinese New 
Year celebrations, FLAG have led Collective Worship 
during ‘Rehydration Week’ to educate the children on 
the importance of drinking water and being properly 
hydrated. The implications of our pee colour was 
discussed with pee charts going on display in the school 
toilets and whilst I don’t think the marketing department 
from Farrow and Ball will be in touch anytime soon 
children are more aware of what shade their pee should 
be! We also held a Red Nose Smoothie and watermelon 
sale after school in aid of Comic Relief. Thank you to 
everyone who supported this. Please watch out for more 
FLAG events coming soon, including a cake sale to raise 
money for refugees around the world after Easter… 
watch this space! 
 
Cost of living  
The ‘cost of living crisis’ has been well publicised lately. 
At Bathwick we enjoy a lot of opportunities for children 
– after school clubs, trips, residential visits for example. 
A reminder we do not want any child to miss out due to 
cost, so if this is a concern, please speak to Mr. Purkiss. 
 
Year 4 Gymnastics Competition  
All the children who took part in this recent competition 
did really well. Our Level 1 team were placed 3rd overall 
and received the bronze medal. Luca also came 3rd 
individually. Level 2 were 5th overall. Thanks to Mrs. 
Williams and Miss. Appleton who trained the teams!  

 
 
 

You may also be interested in… 
 

 
 

Safety around our school  
This term I have met, spoken to and written to a 
number of parents, carers and local residents about 
traffic, parking and careless driving in the vicinity of our 
school, particularly on Darlington Road.  The majority 
of our 220 children walk, scoot, or cycle to school. 
There are two current issues which require the whole 
school community to be aware of and actively 
address.   

1. Parents and carers with buggies and prams are 

prevented from walking on the pavement as 

cars have parked inconsiderately on the 

pavement – this forces children and families to 

walk on the road.  Some adults have parked on 

double yellow lines and restricted the safe 

crossing of roads. 

2. The speed of some cars has been reported as 

being a concern, especially on Darlington Road.   

If it is absolutely necessary you drive to school please: 
1. Consider using free local parking spaces near 

school and walking the rest of the distance. 

2. Ensure your parking and speed is in line with 

the highway code and appropriate. 

3. Be alert to the many children and families 

walking, cycling and scooting to school.   

The Governor led ‘Safer Routes to School’ group is 
exploring different options to address the concerns and 
is working with the Council on this. Thank you to the 
vast majority of our school community who are always 
considerate when using the roads around school.   
 

You may also be interested in… 
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Term 5 Dates for the Diary 

26 Year 5 to Holburne Museum (1/2 class)  

27-
29 

Y5 to Dean Field Studies Centre Residential  

28 OWL YEAR R 

29 Dr Jim Hawes to visit Year 6 (RE) 

May  

2 Bank Holiday  

3 Year 5 Parent/Carer Sex and Relationships (SRE) 
meeting with school nurse, Clare Squires, 2:30 pm 
Class photographs   

4  Year 6 Parent/Carer Sex and Relationships (SRE)  
meeting with school nurse, Clare Squires, 2:30 pm 

5 Year 5 to Holburne Museum (1/2 class) 
OWL Year 1 

6 FLAG Group 8.00 a.m. 

9-
12 

Year Six SATS Week 

11 Year 5 SRE with Clare Squires 

12 No OWL this week 

19 OWL Year 6 
Year 6 SRE with Clare Squires - Session 1 

20 Evening PTA ‘Colour Disco’ event 
Moved to 1st July 

23 B&NES Primary Y5/6 Girls Cricket Tournament 

23-
27 

Y3 swimming week 1.00-2.00 p.m. daily 

26  OWL Year 2 
Year 6 SRE with Clare Squires - Session 2 

  

Term 6 Dates for the Diary 

June 

6-
10 

Year 6 residential to the Isle of Wight  
AND: Y3 swimming week 1.00-2.00 p.m. daily 

6 Year 5 – Carnival Art workshop all day. 

9 OWL Year 4 

16  OWL Year 6 

17 INSET Day – no children in school  

20 Reception Class to Community Farm, Chew Magna  

22-
24 

Magdalen Farm Year 4 Residential 

23 OWL Year 5 

28 9.00 Eucharist with Fr. Peter for 4/5/6. 

July 

1 Evening PTA ‘Colour Disco’ event 
School Reports Out  

9 SATURDAY 9TH JULY – BATH CARNIVAL  Year 5  

11 Last week for most clubs (only cricket on 19th)  

13 Sports Morning (provisional) at KES playing fields 

20 Leavers’ Service 1.30 p.m. St. Mary’s Church 

21 Last day of academic year  
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Stress Awareness Month! 

April is always marked as Stress 

Awareness Month. Now, more 

than ever, people are faced 

with situations which can be 

stressful or can effect their 

mental health. 

https://www.stress.org.uk has 

lots of information on 

combatting this as well as free 

resources for April. Why not try 

out their 30 day challenge? 

 

 

 

BANES Hub:  

The BANES Hub has lots of great resources, 

many of which were put in place to 

support children in response of the Covid 

pandemic:  

 

https://thehub.bathnes.gov.uk/Page/20447 

https://thehub.bathnes.gov.uk/Page/20800 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Learning:  

FREE MindED training: MindEd 

offer free online training 

courses and advise for parents 

and carers.  

https://www.minded.org.uk/ 

 

Support:  

School Website: 

https://bathwickstmary.org/sa

feguarding-information/ There 

are lots of places for advice 

that can be accessed on our 

website on the ‘Safeguarding’ 

tab.  
 

https://www.stress.org.uk/
https://thehub.bathnes.gov.uk/Page/20447
https://thehub.bathnes.gov.uk/Page/20800
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://bathwickstmary.org/safeguarding-information/
https://bathwickstmary.org/safeguarding-information/
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Summer Term 2022 Bathwick Menu 

WEEK 
MEAT FREE 

Monday 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

WEEK 1: Weeks beginning: 25th April, 16th May, 13th June, 4th July. 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Three Cheese 
and Tomato 
Pasta Bake 

Roast Chicken 
Homemade 
Free Range 

Sausage Roll 

Breaded Chicken 
Fillet in a 

floured Bap 

Jumbo Cod 
Fish Finger 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian Meal 

Roasted 
Butternut 

Squash and 
Rosemary 

Risotto 

Plant Based  
Cottage Pie 

Cheese, Onion 
and Potato 

Roll 

Vegetable and 
Bean Burger in a 

floured Bap 

Red Lentil, 
Chickpea and 
Spinach Curry 

All of the above 
served with 

Garlic Bread       
Slices 

Grated Carrot 
and Cucumber 

Roast Potatoes 
Seasonal Fresh 

Vegetables 
and Gravy 

Buttered New 
Potatoes 

Sweetcorn and 
Baked Beans 

Jacket Crispers 
Mixed Salad Bar 

Oven Baked 
Chips 
Beans 
Peas 

WEEK 2: Weeks beginning: 3rd May, 23rd May, 20th June, 11th July. 

Option 1: 
Main Meal 

Homemade 
Margherita 

Pizza 

Roast 
Gammon 

Chef’s Beef 
Bolognaise 

Nacho Chicken 
Grill 

Battered Cod 
Fillet 

Option 2: 
Vegetarian Meal 

Veggie Sausage 
and Mixed 

Bean Casserole 

Broccoli 
Cheese Bake 

topped with a 
Herby Cheese 

Crust 

Chef’s 
Vegetable 
Bolognaise 

Quorn Nacho 
Grill 

Vegetable 
Nuggets 

All of the above 
served with 

Herby Diced 
Potato 

Mixed Salad 

Roast Potatoes 
Seasonal Fresh 

Vegetables 
and Gravy 

Penne Pasta 
Fresh Salad 

Bar 
Fresh Bread 

Fluffy Rice 
Mixed Salad Bar 

Fresh Bread 

Oven Baked 
Chips Beans 
Sweetcorn 

WEEK 3: Week beginning: 9th May, 6th June, 27th June, 18th July. 

Option 1:  
Main Meal 

Veggie 
Meatballs in a 
Tomato Sauce 

Roast Turkey 
Beef Burger in 
a floured Bap 

Summer Picnic 
Day 

Ham or Tuna 
Baguette 

Jumbo Cod 

Fish Finger 

Option 2:  
Vegetarian Meal 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Roasted 
Vegetable and 

Lentil Loaf 

Breaded 
Quorn Fillet in 
a floured Bap 

Summer Picnic 
Day 

Cheese or Egg 
Baguette 

Cheese and 
Cherry Tomato 

Tart 

All of the above 
served with 

Mixed Salad 
Bar 

Fresh Bread 

Roast Potatoes 
Seasonal Fresh 

Vegetables 
and Gravy 

Mixed Salad 
Bar 

Homemade 
Coleslaw 

Fresh Fruit 
Carrot or 

Cucumber Sticks 
Cake or Yoghurt 
Bottle of Water 

Oven Baked 
Chips Beans 
Sweetcorn 

Served Every Week 

Option 3: 
 

Alternative Meal  

Jacket Potato 
with Baked 

Beans, Cheese 
or Tuna 

Jacket Potato 
with Baked 

Beans, Cheese 
or Tuna 

Jacket Potato 
with Baked 

Beans, Cheese 
or Tuna 

Jacket Potato 
with Baked 

Beans, Cheese 
or Tuna 

Farm Assured 
Ham with 

Chips 

Dessert 

Oaty Biscuit 
Fresh Fruit 

Organic 
Yoghurt 

Ice Cream 
Fresh Fruit 

Organic 
Yoghurt 

Fresh Fruit  
Organic  
Yoghurt 

Chocolate and 
Banana Sponge 

Fresh Fruit 
Organic Yoghurt 

Fruit Mousse  
Fresh Fruit 

Organic 
Yoghurt 

Any child with food allergies or intolerances will be offered an alternative Main Course and Dessert  
to meet your child’s needs.  All the meals are served with milk or water.  


