
What should I already know?  

• Learning begins to move beyond what is 
more local to the children with an 

introduction to a significant British event.  

• Use of stories to encourage children to 

distinguish between fact and fiction.  

•  Compare adults talking about the past – 

how reliable are their memories?  

•  Use representations of the past 
(photographs, books, written accounts) 

to make interpretations.  

• Encourage children to ask their own 

questions about the past.  

• Find answers to simple questions about 

the past from sources of information 

(including photographs, artefacts, 

videos, images, interviews, books).  

• Explore events, look at pictures and ask 
questions (e.g. Which things are old and 

which are new? What were people 
doing?). 

Key Events and Facts 

When and where did the 

fire start? The fire started on Sunday 2nd September 1666 in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding 
Lane. 

Why did the fire start? The fires used for baking were not put out properly. 

Why did the fire spread 

so quickly? 

In 1666, the buildings in London were made of wood and straw and they were very close 

together, making it easy for the flames to spread. It had also been a dry summer, so the 

buildings were dry. Strong winds were blowing, which helped the flames to spread. 

How did people try to put 

the fire out? 

People used leather buckets and water squirts to try to put the fire out, but these did not work. 

Later in the week, King Charles II ordered buildings to be pulled down to stop the flames from 

spreading. 

How and when was the fire 

put out? 

By Thursday 6th September, the wind had died down. This meant that people were able to 

put out the flames. 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

• Firebreak – a gap that stops 

a fire spreading to nearby 

buildings.  

• Diary – a book that people 

write about their lives in.  

• St Paul’s Cathedral – a very 

large church in Lonond. A 

new St Paul’s Cathedral was 

built after the fire.  

• Bakery – a place that makes 

bread, cakes, etc.  

Skills I will develop:  

• Children learn about how and why we 

mark a significant date in British history. 

• Compare two versions of a past event.  

• Compare images or photographs of 

people or events in the past.  

• Begin to discuss the usefulness of 

photographs / accounts / stories. 

• Work with sources – observe/handle 

sources (including written accounts, 

photographs, images, artefacts, videos) to 

answer questions about the past on the 

basis of simple observations.  

• Encourage children to ask questions about 

artefacts and sources from the past (who, 

what, why, when, where?). Use of both 

primary and secondary sources.  

• Identify different ways in which the past is 

represented.  

• Children to group sources from different 

time periods studied and explain how they 

know. 

 


