
1 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Achieving excellence through  
the pursuit of good’ 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

‘GOOD NEWS’ Newsletter Eight: 1st April 2020  
 

Dear Children and Parents, 
 
Welcome to the first of our ‘Good News’ newsletters at Bathwick!  As we start to get used to this new way 
of working and learning, I have been so impressed with the lovely emails I have received showing some 
amazing activities that have been going on at home.  It is great to share such good news with you all! 
 

 
 
Hello from (almost!) all the staff at Bathwick St. Mary – here is a photo of us dressed up as crayons from ‘The 
day the crayons quit’ by Drew Daywalt.  The main character is a little boy called Duncan – and this part was 
played by our very own Mr. (Duncan) Jackson!  Miss. Bowman coordinated the day and great fun was had by 

all.  We also want to say a huge thank you for helping us raise a brilliant £695 towards new books for all 

our children to enjoy!  This was from donations as well as commission from the Book Fair.  It is going to make 
such a difference to all our children – thank you!  
 

Mystery at Magpie 
Manor! WELL DONE to 
everyone in Year 3 and 
4.  I was so proud of 
each of you for 
performing on 
Thursday 19th.  The 
show was brilliant and 
will soon be released 
for all Year 3 and 4 to 
enjoy.  We know a 

number of children had been practicing really hard 
but were unable to be at school on the performance 
day – but I was also really proud of all your efforts in 
the rehearsals – so it really is a well done to all!   

 Learning at home – new resources 
Thank you to all our teachers and also to Clare 
Turner who has uploaded many brilliant resources 
to support learning at home here: 
http://bathwickstmary.org/home-learning-
resources-2/. You will find new resources and 
plans uploaded or shared every week during term 
time.  Well done to all our children (and parents!) 
who have been working hard using these. There 
are lots of web links, weekly planning for every 
year group, e-book resources, maths challenges, 
links to support staying safe using online resources 
and some important resources about dealing with 
worries and anxiety.  We will soon be sharing 
weekly Thrive activities as well!  
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Headteacher: Mr. Kevin Purkiss 
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World Book Day Congratulations to… 
We recently ran our short story competition. Many 
children across the school entered stories and we 
were so impressed with their wonderful ideas and 
very clever plots. It was a very difficult decision but 
have decided that the winners are as follows: 
 

• Infants: Ruby in year 1 - Ruby wrote a very 

clever picture book called 'Greta's adventures' 

which was a story about Greta Thunberg. This 

was a clever idea and also extremely 

thoughtful. Ruby had super illustrations too.  

• Lower Juniors: Charlie H in Year 4 - Charlie 

wrote her own take on Beowulf called 'Beowulf 

and the princess'. She used wonderful language 

with a really exciting and well planned out plot.  

• Upper Juniors: Nandi in Year 6 - Nandi 

wrote 'A love story' which was extremely 

impressive and very beautifully written. Such a 

clever yet simple plot.  

Thank you for all who entered. It was a real pleasure 
to read all your fantastic stories.  There will be book 
tokens for the winners!  Miss Bowman  
 

And now for some amazing home 
learning activities… 
 
Millie (2) and Laurel (R) 
have made some 
brilliant Easter Card 
instructions which are 
quite possibly going viral 
on YouTube!  Watch 
them here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEgsS7x6p8c 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNUv4Ug0ErM  

 
Pip (5) completed an 8 
hour bike/hike. He learnt 
about endurance, 
navigation and map 
reading, and saw deer, 
hares, pheasants, bumble 
bees etc.  Well done Pip – 
an amazing achievement!   
 

Father Peter wanted all our school community to 
know that he is available to have a chat over the 
phone or via email, especially in these uncertain 
times.  He can be contacted on 07776 227555 or 
frpeteredwards@sky.com.  
 
It might be a small bit of ‘good 
news’ – but the fence by the 
fitness trail has now been 
repaired, ready for children to 
play safely next to before too long!   
 
Free School Meals – beware of a scam… 
We have been informed some parents have 
received an email stating: ‘As schools will be 
closing, if you're entitled to free school meals, 
please send your bank details and we'll make sure 
you're supported’.  This is a scam email - do not 
respond, and delete immediately.  We have 
already contacted parents directly about this.   
 
A message from the School Nursing Team 
Dear Young People, Parents and Carers,   
 

We are aware that it is a very anxious time and 
there may be concerns about where to access 
support in coming weeks with school closures or 
you needing to self-isolate.  As a School Nursing 
Service we would like to let you know we are here 
to support you during this time.  
 

For SECONDARY School age Young People:  
We have set up a confidential telephone drop-in 
service.  Any Young person that would like to call 
and speak to a qualified School Nurse on the end of 
the phone you can call 01225 831666 between 12 - 
2 pm Monday – Friday. We also have our CHAT 
health text service so you can text a School Nurse 
for advice or support for any health issues or 
worries, again this is confidential and you don’t 
need to give your name if you don’t want to.  The 
number is: 07480635513. 
 

For PARENTS of ANY School Aged Child:  
We have duty school nurses available at the end of 
the phone Monday to Friday 9 -5 pm should you 
require any support with your school aged child.  
 

If you would like this support please call: 01225 
831666.  If at all possible, please avoid 12 – 2 (as 
we would like to keep this for Young People, see 
above).  
 

Kind Regards, B&NES School Nursing Service. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEgsS7x6p8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNUv4Ug0ErM
mailto:frpeteredwards@sky.com
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Charlie P (4) went to his 
neighbours back garden to 
see some slow worms. He 
learned that they (the slow 
worms!) like to keep warm 
under the metal sheets that 
heat up in the sun.  As you 
can see, some slow worms 
are very calm with people, others aren't calm. They 
will slide really quickly away (slow worms are super 
quick when it's hot and super slow when it's cold) 
according to Charlie!  

 
Abigail (4) and Joe (2) 
painted rainbow pictures – I 
know lots of children have 
done these (including my 
own!).  Well done everyone 
as a visual reminder of hope 
and cheering passers by up! 

        
 

Freya (4) has learnt her 
seven times table off by 
heart!  She said, ‘I have 
always found this times 
table tricky so I am really 
proud of myself for 
persevering with it.’  A great 
achievement, well done!   

 
Luca (4) wrote, ‘Dear Mr 
Purkiss, I hope you’re ok and 
well I’ve sent you my work that 
I’m most proud of. It’s my 
electricity poster. Hope you 
like it.’  I certainly do Luca! A 
great effort!   
 
 

Evie (2) has been rushed off her feet – she has been 
planting seeds and 
vegetables including kale, 
sunflowers, spring onions, 
beetroot, carrots, oregano, 
and basil.  After all that, she 
has been setting up and 
incubating chicken and 
quail eggs and making a 
chicken hutch!  You must 
be exhausted, Evie!   

In the absence of our daily Collective Worship, 
especially for children, here are some reflections 
about Spring and hope…  
 
Friday 20th March was this year’s Spring Equinox, 
the day when daylight hours become greater than 
the hours of darkness. Signs of spring such as buds, 
flowers and the singing birds, point us to the fact 
that we are part of something much, much bigger.  
Spring is a time of hope, looking forward to 
warmer days, to new growth, to new beginnings. 
In the Christian calendar this is also the time of 
Lent, as many people prepare to celebrate Easter, 
another powerful message of hope and new 
beginnings. 
  
As we adapt to a different way of being a part of 
Bathwick St. Mary Church School, remember there 
is always hope and something to look forward to 
because we are connected to something much 
bigger than ourselves. As the sun shines, leaves 
unfurl and plants bud again, let’s smile and look 
forward filled with hope.  The Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda wrote these words, ‘You can cut all the 
flowers but you cannot keep Spring from coming.’   
 
From The Bible: 
Romans chapter 15 
verse 13 says: ‘May 
the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may 
overflow with hope 
by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.’ 
 
A prayer:  
Dear God, 
Thank you that even though this week has been 
different, I can adapt to new challenges.   
Thank you that even though there are some things 
I can’t do, thank you that I can still keep in touch.  
Thank you that although things are different, there 
is always hope.   
Thank you that I am still me and you are still you.     
Amen 
  
Children – do you have a special reflection or 
thought you would like to be included in the next 
newsletter?  Please send it to me: 
office@bsm.bwmat.org  Thank you!   

mailto:office@bsm.bwmat.org
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I was really impressed 
with Luca (5) who 
researched artistic 
styles from artists 
Matisse and Van 
Gogh then fused the 
two styles beautifully 
in his picture!  

 
Last week, Rufus (5) had been 
learning about Howard Carter. 
He wrote a newspaper article 
about his life and discovering 
Tutankhamen's tomb. He was 
interested and very proud of 
his work, as am I!  
 
Betsy (1) built an animal 

shelter for some animals out 
of Lego in her Golden Time. 
It had some food, leaves, 
water and a bed in it. She 
really enjoyed it and was 
very pleased with it.  You 
know I love Lego as well, 
Betsy!   

Congratulations to 
Sophie (2) who was very 
pleased this week as she 
managed to complete a 
1000-piece jigsaw 
puzzle with her little 
brother, Joseph! 

 
I was really impressed with 
lots of written work emailed 
in, including from George 
(4), who has written the start 
of a story about ‘George 
Manor’.  It is a very intriguing 
start and I’d love to read the 
end… Here is his design for 
the manor. 

 
Agnes (3) has 
made this 
brilliant model of 
‘The Iron Man’.  
Well done Agnes 
– a fantastic 
model!   

Quinn (R) really 
enjoyed his 
rocket making 
last week. He 
decided he 
wanted to make 
a rocket after 
doing his 
numbers and "Blast Off". Quinn said, ‘I loved 
making the fire for the boosters, to make it blast 
off into space.’  I love the rocket, Quinn, well done!  
 
Hetty (1) has been really busy 
drawing rainbows for her 
neighbours to enjoy, but also 
looking after her bean plant, 
learning about the rainforest 
and writing a great story 
about a blue butterfly!   

In Year 4, Charlie has 
really demonstrated 
great independence as 
she challenged herself 
to complete all her 
home learning.  Here is 
her lovely design of 

Georgian buildings.  
 
Florence (2) has made a great 
fabric picture made of scraps of 
a kite, as well as designed a 
poster about unhealthy, but 
yummy, food at Easter and 
sketched some spring daffodils! 
 

I was really 
impressed with 
Emily’s (3) 
cooking and kindness skills – she 
baked  a special welcome home 
cookie and made a cup of tea for 
her brother Sam (6) whose cough 
has gone after two weeks apart!   

 
Ixia (1) has developed a voracious 
appetite for reading. She read her 
first chapter book independently 
this week – well done Ixia!  She’s 
also loved almost daily ‘zoom’ 
chats with year 1!   
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Keisha (5), Zack (4) 
and Dylan (4) are 
training to remain 
fit running 800 
metres daily in their 
garden. They used 
their maths skills to 
understand how 
many laps they 
have to do - it works 
out as 128 laps!   

 
Celestine (5) made the most 
of the sunshine and has 
completed loads of her 
home learning, including 
daily Times Tables Rock 
Stars, work from the English 
booklet, read her library 
book, and spent time 
outside getting exercise and doing some art! 

 
Anna (3) and Lizzie (1) have 
kept up with their work and 
as an extra activity around 
the Y1 growing theme they 
have chosen to plant flowers 
for bees. They did some 
research to find the right 
types of flowers and have 
ordered lots of seeds. This 
weekend they’ve dug out a 
flower border ready for 
planting next week. I’m sure 

many parents would love your help in their garden!   
 
Laurie (1) was very proud of 
his joined up writing 
(Entitled: “Black Panther to 
the Rescue”), and thank 
goodness the sloth’s teddy 
bear was safe and sound!  A 
brilliant story, Laurie!   
 
And finally… 

Here is a picture of an 
honorary member of Year 
1 who is very proud of the 
bug hotel he made with 
his Daddy – well done 
Harry Purkiss! 

THANK YOU children for sending me all 

your brilliant emails!  Ready for the next Good 
News Newsletter, please send more of your photos 
and learning in to office@bsm.bwmat.org.  I can’t 
promise to include all the photos though!  Thank 
you for your help – it is great to keep connected 
with each other and celebrate your amazing 
achievements!  
 
Parents – please remember that there are lots of 
fantastic resources out there and lots on our 
website – but remember that in a time when 
staying calm, happy and healthy must be a priority, 
it might feel like there's suddenly a lot to fit in!  As 
I am sure you are already doing, please continue to 
respond to the needs of your child(ren) and 
maintain a balance of work, rest and play in the 
structure of each day!  Your child will love just 
being with you, conversing with you, reading with 
you, practising things they have already learned at 
school, showing what they can do and ultimately 
by having fun with you.   
 
We won’t be sending Home Learning home for the 
Easter break – and do hope each of our children 
will enjoy as much of a break as they can!  
 
With my best wishes.  Kevin Purkiss 
 
You may be interested in… 
 
The Pulteney Arms (on Daniel Street) have set up 
a local shop and can deliver some groceries to save 
people having to go to the shops as much (or at all).  
You send an email to Dean & Sasha Brookman:  
thepulteneyshop@outlook.com and they will send 
a price list / order form with further information.  
They have also asked me to spread the word about 
the CrowdFunder they have up in order to support 
the running of this service.  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/brookmans-
community-green-grocers.  Dean & Sasha 
Brookman, Brookman’s Green Grocers Shop, 37 
Daniel Street, Bath, BA2 6ND.  
 
The Bathwick Boatman 
(https://bathwickboatman.com/takeaway-menu/) 
are offering takeaway meals Tuesday to Saturday 
evenings 6.00 - 8:30pm, with the possibility of 
Sunday roast on Sunday lunchtimes. Please see the 
website for the menu and more details. 
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