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Newsletter Four: December 2019 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

As we come to our final newsletter of 2019, may I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Carol Service 
We look forward to celebrating Christmas and seeing 
you at our School Carol Service on Friday 20th 
December. Please do join us for and be seated by 
1:30pm. All children take part in the Service, so please 
collect your child from the Church at the end (we 
expect to end by 2.40 p.m.)  If you are unable to 
collect your child (or they are booked into 
Wraparound Care), we will take children back to 
school for the usual end of the day arrangements.  
Thank you.  
 
Christmas Post box  
Each year our Year 6 become honorary post-people 
and deliver all the cards that have been written.  As 
last year, we would also appreciate your support in 
making the system manageable, by encouraging any 
child who would normally send Christmas cards to 
everyone in their class, to consider sending just one 
Christmas card to the whole class instead. This will 
ensure Season’s Greetings are shared with all and will 
enable a much more manageable distribution of cards 
at the end of each ‘post-box day’! The post-box is 
open from Monday 9th December. 
 
Mosaic competition 
What wonderful entries we received!  A huge thank 
you to all children who put so much time and effort 
into this competition.  Emily Hoskin, our Art leader, 
met with mosaic artist Joanna Dewfall yesterday and 
began to look through the entries. We will announce 
the winners shortly.  Joanna will choose elements 
from a number of children’s designs to be 
incorporated into the final three mosaics. All children 
across the school will have the opportunity to work 
with Joanna in January to help create the mosaics, 
which will mark the bicentenary of St. Mary’s Church 
and 200 years of our city and school history. 

 Farewell and welcome 
We say a farewell to Jeanne Pellicci who moved on from 
Bathwick at the end of November.  We wish her well with 
her new venture.  A very warm welcome to Rachel 
Whittle who has been appointed as class teaching 
assistant in Year 3.  We are delighted to benefit from her 
expertise and hope she will be very happy here.  

 

Sporting Success for Darcey and Orla! 
Congratulations to Darcey and Orla 
who have had more success with their 
synchronised swimming. On Saturday 
23rd November, the girls competed as a 
duet in the Swim England South West 
Duet Competition in Plymouth. The 
girls came 3rd out of 11 in their 
category.  They were both delighted. 
 

Severe weather – change to procedure 
In the event of very severe weather, it may be necessary 
to close or partially close the school.  We will always do 
our very best to remain open, but with many staff living 
outside of Bath, due consideration is given to safe travel. 
The B&NES Council website will no longer be updating its 
list of school closures, therefore if we need to close the 
school we will:  

1. Email all parents 
2. Text all parents 
3. Update our website homepage 

 
Please make every effort to come to 

our first CHRISTMAS FAIR 
on Friday 6th December from 3:15 pm - 5.00 pm! 
This is going to be a great event, similar in feel to our 
Summer Fair but with added tinsel and Christmas 
festivities!   All the classrooms will have lovely handmade 
items children have made for parents to purchase and in 
the hall we will have all sorts of stands to enjoy – as well 
as delicious refreshments. Look out for the posters 
around school with full details on. 
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SNAG School meal 
COMPETITION!  
Thank you for all the entries 
– The winner’s name will be 

announced during Monday’s Collective Worship.   
 
Guitar lessons available 
We are looking forward to hearing our guitar group 
perform at the Carol Service.  Tim Clark teaches 
individual lessons for children wanting to learn the 
acoustic guitar.  These lessons start in Year 4.  Tim has 
a few spaces available – if you are interested please 
contact the school office.  Thank you.  
 
The start of the school day 
Thank you to all the families who are always in school 
on time for the 8:50 bell, which ensures lessons and 
learning can begin promptly.  A few children are still 
arriving past the 8.50 bell and as such disrupting the 
learning of their classmates.  As we begin 2020, 
please make every effort to ensure your child or 
children are in the playground ready for the 8.50 bell. 
 This will also mean you are able to pass messages to 
class teachers (who do their best to be in the 
playground before the bell).  Thank you for your co-
operation and understanding in this important matter. 
 
Wraparound Care – what our children think!  
Our children have been really enjoying this new 
service.  Isobel in Year 5 says, ‘Wraparound Care is 
really fun and I really enjoy it. Byron, Izzy and Mr. 
Alford look after us really well.’  Sam in Reception 
loves the relaxed start to the day and told Mr. Purkiss, 
‘I really, really like Breakfast Club.  It’s so good I can 
even play with building blocks!’ Lola in Year 3 has 
tried Breakfast Club and said, ‘You get to do things 
like games and table tennis you don’t normally do in 
school.  The food is really good.’  Finally, Laurie in 
Year 1 explained, ‘You get to play in the hall and 
outside and play with Jenga, table tennis and with 
lots of children.’   
 
We will be sharing more information in January – but 
in the meantime we have spaces available – please 
book here: https://bathwickstmary.schoolipal.co.uk/  
 
Thank you for supporting our Harvest Service. It was 
wonderful to celebrate the harvest and for each class 
to perform some of their memorable learning from 
last term.  Our donations to the Bath Foodbank have 
been gratefully received.  We also raised £389.57 for 
the Foodbank – thank you for you generous 
donations. 
 
Thank you also for your support for Children in Need 
this year on Friday 15th November.  Thanks to your 
generosity we raised £221.25.   

Cleaner air for our children  
Thank you to the parents who have expressed an interest 
in supporting the school’s work on climate change.  The 
first meeting will be in January – look out for details. In 
this colder weather, we have noticed a number of cars 
with engines idling outside our school at pick up times.  
B&NES Council have launched a campaign to encourage 
parents and carers who use their cars to do the school 
run to switch off their engines and stop idling by the 
school gates.  They explain, ‘Idling is when a vehicle’s 
engine is left running for more than 30 seconds when a 
car is not moving. Research shows that idling engines 
produce up to twice the amount of exhaust emissions 
compared to when a vehicle is moving. This means in 
areas where there are high numbers of idling vehicle 
engines, such as outside schools, levels of carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen dioxide NO2 and particulates build 
up. These substances are linked to several health issues 
including lung and heart diseases and young children are 
particularly vulnerable to their effects. 

 12,000 people in B&NES suffer from asthma, and 
exposure to high levels of NO2 can trigger attacks 

 Latest research indicates that in the UK between 
1 in 4 and 1 in 12 new cases of asthma in children 
is attributable to NO2 

 High levels of NO2 contribute to reduced lung 
development in children 

Idling also contributes to air pollution and unnecessary 
noise, increases carbon footprint and waste fuel and 
money.’  We ask all parents to please consider others and 
switch off your car’s engine if waiting outside our school 
gates.  Thank you for your support – for the benefit of us 
all.  More information can be found here: 
http://tiny.cc/bathcleanair  
 

Low immunity danger 
Sophie (Year 6) is receiving medication for juvenile 
idiopathic arthritis.  Similarly to Fabienne (Year 4), her 
immunity to a variety of illnesses including Chickenpox, 
Measles, Mumps, Shingles, Slapped Cheek and Scarlet 
Fever can put Sophie at serious risk. Fabienne’s immunity 
remains compromised putting her potentially at serious 
life-threatening risk. If your child becomes ill - and in 
particular with one of the illnesses listed above - then 
please ensure that you let the school office know as soon 
as possible.  
 

Allergies in school 
A reminder that several children in school are highly 
allergic to nuts and one child has a life-threatening 
allergy to sesame seeds and products containing sesame 
(sesame can be found on or in a variety of food, including 
on rolls, bread, oil, hummus).  We take all our children's 
safety extremely seriously and as such the school wide 
ban on nuts and sesame products remains in force until 
further notice.  Thank you for your continued vigilance 
and support.  

https://bathwickstmary.schoolipal.co.uk/
http://tiny.cc/bathcleanair
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Arts Week mufti day took place on Friday 8th 
November.  Thanks to your generosity we raised 
£179.87 for our Link parish in Zambia.   
 

 
On Friday 13th December we will be supporting the 
charities ‘Save the Children’ and ‘Dorothy House’.  
Children can wear a Christmas or festive jumper for 
Save the Children and also take part in an ‘Elf run’ at 
school (thank you to Emma Williams for organising 
this).  Our school Council will be at the school 
entrances for any donations you would like to give 
which will be 
split equally 
between both 
charities.  
Thank you for 
your support.  
 
 
After the Christmas break, we look forward to seeing 
all our children and families again at 8.50 a.m. on 
Monday 6th January 2020!  

Dates for this term: 

December 

Thurs 5 Open Afternoon for Reception 2020 
(1.15-2.15) 
OWL Year 5 

Fri 6 pm Y5 and Y6 to Kingswood – ‘A 
Christmas Carol’  
PTA Christmas Fair 3.15-5.00 

Mon 9 Y3/4 BANES Carol Service – a.m. 
Christmas Postbox up  

Tues 10 School Christmas Lunch  

Weds 11 Netball match with Pensford Primary 

Thurs 12 OWL YR 

Fri 13 Christmas Jumper Day 

Mon 16 Puppet Show for all children 
1.30 Infants Dress Rehearsal to school  
Netball match against St. Saviours 

Tues 17 1.30 Infant Nativity to parents 
Evening Choir at Bathwick St. Mary 
Church – Rotary Service  

Weds 18 9.30 Infant Nativity to parents 

Thurs 19 OWL Y6 

Fri 20 1.30 p.m. Carol Service at St. Mary’s  
 

 
You may be interested in… 
 
Please have a look at some of the local events or information that we have been asked to share with our parents.  
We will only share information that is likely to be relevant to our children and families and by organisations already 
linked to the school.   
 
The Cleveland Pools, just a short walk from Bathwick St. Mary Church School, is the UK’s oldest lido dating back over 
200 years and is set to open once again. The Project has received support from  the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to bring this wonderful heritage site back into use as a community pool. As part of the project local organisations 
including Bathwick St Marys will be collaborating on the restoration of the site which begins spring 2020. Pupils will 
be visiting the site, learning about the history and contributing to the information displayed at the pools once they 
are open in summer 2021.  

 
This weekend there is an opportunity to 
visit the pools for free before the site 
closes to the general public for 
restoration work to begin. On Friday 6th, 
Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th from 11am 
to 4pm anyone can visit the site as it will 
be open as part of an art project. The 
artist Felicity Hammond has 
created Surface Treatment, a site-specific 
installation that mines architectural 
history and Bath’s evolving built 
environment to question the city’s 
relationship to water, wellness and spa 
culture. More information is available on 

the Cleveland Pools website at https://www.clevelandpools.org.uk/events. Entrance to the site is via the gateway 
on Hampton Row, BA2 6QS. Please note, the site is not accessible by car. Please arrive on foot. 

https://www.clevelandpools.org.uk/events

